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Personal Introduction 

Dear Delegates, 

  My name is Maria Meri and I am a 10th-grade student at CGS. I have the 

honor to serve as one the co-chairs of the Social Humanitarian and Cultural 

Committee (GA3) in Anavryta Model Lyceum Model United Nations. I really look 

forward to having a fruitful conference. In our committee we are going to discuss 

issues with humanitarian aspects. This study guide will provide you useful 

information in order to fill you in with the issue of “The restitution of cultural 

artifacts”. It should be noted out the uniqueness and value of Cultural heritage and 

natural history which define this topic really important. Finally the culture and the 

national identity of a country usually define its values, beliefs and aspirations  

If you have any questions or you need help don’t hesitate to contact me at 

mariameri2004@gmail.com 

Best regards, 

Maria Meri 

 

Introduction to the topic 

 The restitution of cultural artifacts is thought to be the act of returning a 

piece of art or cultural heritage to their original or former countries. Even though 

there have been a lot of efforts to preserve and restitute the cultural heritage of 

many countries, political and legal issues usually arise. On a general note, large 

numbers of cultural artifacts are displayed in museums of other countries instead of 

their country of origin. Some international examples of countries whose artifacts are 

being displayed in large numbers in other nations are Greece, Egypt, Australia, India, 

South Korea, Nigeria, Algeria, and Italy. The discussion which encompasses the 

restitution and return of cultural materials has recently come to life. As a result, it 

has become an increasingly controversial aspect of international law, and thus still 
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remains unresolved. In addition to prominent but unresolved cases, such as the case 

of the Parthenon Marbles in the British Museum claimed for return by Greece since 

1984, have brought about new restitution claims rising up out of the opening of 

several archives in Central and Eastern Europe. Claims for the restitution and return 

of cultural objects removed as a consequence of war, foreign or colonial occupation, 

or vast human rights violations have increasingly challenged international law. As a 

consequence, restitution claims have steadily increased in number, and claims 

continue to be a perennial preoccupation and a growing burden on states, public and 

private museums, and private collectors alike. Generally speaking, private and public 

collections strongly oppose restitution claims, since they fear that the return of 

single objects would create momentum and legal precedent for further restitution 

claims, eventually dismantling entire collections. Thus, this anxiety still outweighs 

the commitment to cooperate and to engage in restitution disputes. 

Definition of Key-Terms 

Cultural Artifacts:

 A cultural artifact is an object that shows vital information about the society that cre

ated it or used it when it was found. 

Cultural heritage:

 Cultural Heritage is an example of a community's way of living that has been t

ransmitted from generation to generation, including traditions, activities, locations, a

rtifacts, artistic expressions, and values.  

Culture:

 Basic values, social structures and material characteristics of an ethnic, religio

us or social group 

Repatriation:                                                                                                                               

To send or bring someone, or sometimes money or other property, back to the 

country that he, she, or it came from1 

Restitution and Return:

 A request for return or restitution from a Member State or Associate Membe

r of UNESCO may be made for cultural objects of fundamental importance to the Sta

te that was lost due to an illegal theft. 

 

                                                           
1 “REPATRIATE: Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary.” Cambridge Dictionary, 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/repatriate. 

 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/repatriate
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Colonialism:

 Colonialism is the process by which a powerful country directly controls natio

ns that are less powerful and uses their influence to expand their own power and we

alth. 

Nationalism:

 Ideology based on the assumption that the loyalty and devotion of the individ

ual to the nation-state exceeds the interests of other individuals or groups. 

Collective Identity: 

Collective identity refers to the sense of belonging to the group of a set of ind

ividual. A group's collective identity is often expressed by the cultures and social cust

oms and traditions of the group. 

Looting 

The act of stealing goods from (a place), typically during a war or riot. 

Heritage tourism 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation in the United States 

defines heritage tourism as "traveling to experience the places, artifacts and 

activities that authentically represent the stories and people of the past", and 

"heritage tourism can include cultural, historic and natural resources" 

Background Information 

Historical background  

The introduction of the cultural heritage concept is the result of a long histori

cal development in which various values of the Ancient Temple at Koh Ker, Cambodi

a were attached to temples, structures, artworks, artifacts, landscapes, etc. The 

systematic destruction or loss of these objects has resulted in phrases like 

"outstanding universal value" and the argument that these objects belong to 

“humanity”. Such theories have been generated by an appreciation of the special 

and irreplaceable cultural heritage and the natural environment with which it is 

closely connected.  The concept's development is directly linked to the notion of 

security or conservation.  

The tradition of collecting smaller objects such as works of art and other 

masterpieces of culture belonged to "antiquarian interest." In the late medieval and 

early modern period, the first collections consisted of either highly selected 
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assemblages or encyclopedic collections of the type "the whole world in a room." 

These have been the first steps of a long process of institutionalization. Their 

selection was based on the notions of interest inherent in the acquisition time and 

place or the object's aesthetic consistency, rarity. We were also an exhibition of 

current knowledge that extends with the discovery of new and new parts of the 

known world. 

Since the 19th century, one of the key factors in this phase has been the idea 

of national heritage. This led to the establishment of national museums and heritage 

conservation commissions or organizations. In the second half of the 20th century, 

all rapidly emerging campaigns, organisations and political groups–such as UNESCO's 

international body–were active throughout securing the necessary support to 

conserve some elements of many nations ' heritage, including concepts such as 

World Heritage, World Memory. 

Given the inherent biases in the approach to World Heritage, in 

contemporary heritage studies or heritage sector, the door was opened to a more 

holistic approach. At the same time, recent developments in cultural heritage 

activities and, more broadly, the uses and abuses of the idea of cultural heritage 

have resulted in a clear critical approach to "heritage business." While the idea of 

cultural heritage has helped preserve traditions and artifacts, it has often also played 

a negative role in revived nationalist movements, radical and even chauvinistic grass-

root organizations.  

On the one hand, intentional degradation of heritage values and artifacts a 

skewed, on the other, ahistoric or propagandistic interpretations can be found in 

various parts of the world, inspired by various ideologies, religious or political 

movements. 

It is now better understood in the 21st century that heritage has significance 

at multiple levels best served by multidisciplinary methods and methodologies that 

can be developed and used worldwide. A variety of arts, social sciences and 

environmental studies are studying cultural heritage. To order to seek common 

ground, approaches to cultural heritage and resource management problems are 

best achieved by acknowledging disparities and legitimizing conflicting interests. 

Types of cultural heritage 

Cultural heritage can be divided into three types; built environment 
(buildings, townscapes, archeological remains), natural environment (rural 
landscapes, coasts and shorelines, agricultural heritage) and artifacts (books & 
records, objects, pictures) 

Legal framework 
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It wasn't until the 19th century that nation-states made any effort to legislate 
on such topics. U.S. President Lincoln began to consider how the triumphant and 
vanquished belligerents could be reconciled in a post-war nation in 1863. He asked 
Francis Lieber, a renowned lawyer, with deep foresight to suggest rules governing 
the actions of Union powers towards the Confederacy, its people and land. For the 
first time, the Lieber Code (Articles 35-36) acknowledged that cultural property was 
a war-protected category. 

In the 1960s, it became evident in the US and Europe that' thefts were the in 
museums and archeological sites, particularly in the countries of the South,' while 
collectors and institutions in the North' were increasingly selling artifacts that had 
been fraudulently imported or were of unidentified origin' (UNESCO website: 1970 
Convention). Accordingly, UNESCO, an organization run by the UN that facilitates 
global cooperation in the fields of education, science and culture, adopted the 1970 
Convention on the Means of Prohibition and Prevention of Illicit Import, Export and 
Exchange of Cultural Property 

Partly because of the ineffectiveness of UNESCO 1970, a' complementary' 
Convention was adopted (Prott, 1996: 59-71) to provide a better mechanism for the 
return of stolen or illegally trafficked objects due to' deep concern' over' the loss of 
irreplaceable archeological, historical and scientific material' (UNESCO 1970-
Prologue). The UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen or Exported Unlawfully was adopted 
on 1 July 1998. 

Some countries have adopted their own laws, which may have been more 
successful. The Swiss Federal Act 2004 on the International Transfer of Cultural 
Property provides a bond between cultural artifacts and cultural heritage and allows 
museums to ensure that acquired cultural property is not illegally excavated, stolen 
or part of a foreign country's heritage property. 

This type of law paves the way for potential control of cultural property 
transfer. This will only apply to future transactions, though, and does not help to 
address the question of objects that have been passed between nations in the past. 
For this type of problem, a legal framework does not exist and may never exist, so 
international cooperation and negotiation is key. 

Political issues 

Colonialism and nationalism  

The archeology profession has been profoundly involved in political activities 
and the creation of national identities from an early stage. That early 
connection can be seen in the Renaissance and the proto-Italian responses to 
the High Gothic movement, but the relationship became deeper in Europe in 
the 19th century as archeology became an area of institutionalization. 
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Monuments were often preserved in colonial states to make natives feel as if 
they were no longer capable of greatness in their current state. In compariso
n, colonial rulers also argued that the colonized people's ancestors did not m
ake the artifacts. 
Colonial rulers used peoples, religions, languages, artifacts, and monuments t
o reinforce European nationalism, adopted and easily inherited from colonial 
states. 

Nationalism and Identity 

Archeology was also used to legitimize the creation of an independent 
nation-state as a direct reaction and resistance to colonial oppression. For 
example, Egyptian nationalists used their ancient history as a reaction to 
Europe's "Egyptomania" to create the political and articulate culture of 
"Pharaonism" 

Many claim that under the umbrella of evolution, revolutionary archaeology 
was used in colonial states to combat colonialism and racism. While it is true 
that both colonial and nationalist discourse use the artifact to shape 
structures to support their contentious political agendas, there is a danger 
that they will be treated interchangeably as the latter was a reaction and a 
form of resistance to the former. 
On the other hand, it is important to realize that the nationalist discourse cre
ated new forms of power in the process of emulating the processes of colonia
l discourse. 

Motives in not returning the cultural artifacts to the country of origin 

The main reasons why countries and museums do not want to return 
treasures include first of all the fact that they have been legally acquired in the first 
place and are therefore the property of current holding institutions. Moreover, the 
treasures are the property of all people and are best exhibited in “world museum” 
contexts. Furthermore by returning one treasure you will have started to fall on an 
increasingly slippery slope that leads to the return of all properties. Finally, the 
objects of the collection of a museum define how successful a museum is. 

Motives in Claiming for Restitution and Return 

The reasons for which countries would like their cultural treasures returned 
are numerous. To begin with they define the identity of a new nation. In addition to, 
it is used in order to promote the culture of a country. Finally cultural treasures are 
key artifacts in the encouragement and maintenance of a tourist economy and it is 
considered a matter of dignity. 
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Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Greece 

Greece is pressing for repatriation from the British Museum of the Elgin 

Marbles, removed from the Parthenon by Thomas Bruce, 7th Earl of Elgin. The 

British Museum has owned the Parthenon Marbles since 1816 ("In Britain, some 

supported the purchase of the collection, while other opponents compared the 

British Consul with the acts of Greece Elgin for vandalism or theft" in the Marbles 

report. 

Egypt 

Egypt seeks repatriation from the British Museum of the Rosetta Stone and fr

om the Neues Museum in Berlin of the Nefertiti bust. 

Nigeria 

A Nigerian official called for the return of a woodcarving known as the Lander

 Stool from the British Museum, which was taken from Nigeria by UK explorer Richar

d Lander in 1830.The stool is currently being housed at the British Museum and 

is an important element in the restitution debate. 

Italy 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art arranged the repatriation of the Euphronios

 crater to Italy in February 2006, from where it was believed to have been plundered 

in the early 1970s. 

USA  

The Native American Graves Preservation and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), 

enacted in 1990, provides a mechanism for museums and federal agencies to return 

to lineal descendants and historically related Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian 

groups such cultural artifacts such as human remains, funerary items, sacred objects, 

etc. Nevertheless, the act has its drawbacks and has failed. 

Germany 

The German cultural authorities have decided on a set of guidelines for 

returning objects from the former colonies of the world. Through signing the 

agreement, Germany's 16 state ministries of culture, the foreign office and 

organizations representing cities and communities agreed to work with museums to 

ensure that objects that were mistakenly collected were returned. 
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Such objects should be inventoried by museums with ethnological collections 

and made publicly available to encourage any arguments, the guidelines say. Public 

museums in Germany are largely financed and accountable to the German states 

rather than to the federal government. The agreement places museums on the same 

footing across the country and claimants seeking the return of objects from 

collections. 

France 

On November 23, the long -awaited study on the potential restitution of 

African art from France (including Chad, Cameroon, Madagascar, Mali, Ivory Coast, 

Benin, Congo, Gabon, Senegal, Nigeria, Guinea, Ethiopia, and more) was finally 

handed over to the Élysée Palace. The eight-month research process has caused 

some tension across the world since it was formally requested by French President 

Emmanuel Macron in March, fulfilling his bold pledge (made last year in a speech 

given in Burkina Faso) to return plundered African heritage to their home countries. 

International Center Of Conservation and Restoration Of Monuments- ICCROM: 

Recclesia is a multidisciplined contractor and consultant for the restoration of 

historic buildings with recognized inhouse experience in stonemasonry, stained 

glass, timber conservation and metalwork.Recclesia specializes in the restoration and 

reconstruction of historic buildings, churches, ancient sites and ruins. The company 

works with leading landscape architects, heritage organisations, museums, and 

historic building owners throughout the UK and globally on specialist projects. 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO): 

UNESCO's mission is to contribute through education, science, culture, comm

unication and information to the building of a culture of peace, the eradication of po

verty, sustainable development and intercultural dialogue. UNESCO is working 

towards creating the conditions for dialog between civilizations, cultures and 

peoples, based on respect for shared values. Through this dialogue, the world will 

achieve global ideals of sustainable development that include respect for human 

rights, mutual respect, and poverty alleviation, all of which are at the core of the 

mandate and activities of UNESCO. 

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO): 

UNIDO’S main  purposes are: creating shared prosperity, advancing economic 

competitiveness, safeguarding the environment, strengthening knowledge and 

institutions, cross-cutting services 

 

https://www.unido.org/our-focus/creating-shared-prosperity
https://www.unido.org/our-focus/advancing-economic-competitiveness
https://www.unido.org/our-focus/advancing-economic-competitiveness
https://www.unido.org/our-focus/safeguarding-environment
https://www.unido.org/our-focus/strengthening-knowledge-and-institutions
https://www.unido.org/our-focus/strengthening-knowledge-and-institutions
https://www.unido.org/our-focus/cross-cutting-services
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International Council of Museums (ICOM): 

The International Museum Council is an international museum and museum 

professional organization committed to the research, restoration, continuity and 

communication of the world's natural and cultural heritage, present and future, 

tangible and intangible, to society. 

International Council of Monuments And Sites (ICOMOS): 

ICOMOS assesses the cultural properties recommended for World Heritage Li

st inscription, monitors the status of protection of the World Heritage List cultural 

properties, offers guidance to States Parties on matters relating to the registration or 

management of the history of the World Heritage and participates in the intellectual 

development of the Convention through various events, projects and publications 

Organization of World Heritage Cities (OWHC): 

The Organization provides a collective intelligence on all issues related to the 

urban management of a World Heritage property and interacts with more than 300 t

owns with a UNESCO World Heritage List site on their territory. 

International Institute for the Unification of Private Law (UNIDROIT): 

The Organization provides a collective intelligence on all issues related to the 

urban protection of a World Heritage property and interacts with over 300 cities 

with a UNESCO World Heritage List site on their territory. 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

1648 Article CXIV of the Westphalian peace treaty contains provisions on t
he return of looted artifacts, along with archival records, at the end 
of the Thirty Years War  

1815 During the Napoleonic Wars, multiple cultural objects were excluded
 from their country of origin and after Waterloo, during the Paris Co
nvention negotiations. 

1863 Lieber Code, developed on the basis of the belief that even war 
must have requirements for the safety of human life. It is considered 
an instrument of national law. 

1874  The Brussels Conference was organized where the Declaration on 
the Laws of War was drafted, but not ratified. 

1899 The First Hague Conference was organized to review and revitalize t
he War Laws Declaration 

1907 Second Hague Convention which made some minor changes in the 
first draft 
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1913 CASE OF ITALY-LYBIA  
A headless statue of Venus was uncovered in an ancient site called C
yrene by the Italian military in Libya. The Italian authorities allegedly 
sent the statue to Italy for purposes of security. 

1919 Two important treaties that were signed, the Versailles Treaty and t
he Saint-Germain-en-
Laye Treaty, dealt with the issue of cultural property return and resti
tution. 

1935 The Washington Agreement, also known as the Roerich Pact or the 
Pan-American Treaty on the Security of Artistic and Scientific 
Institutions and Historical Monuments, was the first international 
convention devoted entirely to the security of cultural property. It is 
a bilateral agreement signed between the Americas10 to preserve 
those types of cultural property in times of war and peace. 

1935 The Treaty on the Preservation of Historic Value Mobile Property is t
he first multilateral treaty between the Americas to allow internatio
nal legislation on the return and restoration of cultural property to b
e implemented. 

1952 Convention on the Settlement of Matters Arising out of the War  
In addition to other properties such as jewelry and antique furniture 
seized from the occupied territories after World War II, Germany agr
eed to set up an agency for the search, retrieval and restoration of c
ultural property. 

1970 UNESCO conventions 

1989 CASE OF ITALY-LIBYA 
The Libyan Government made a claim for the return of the artifact 
from Italy 

1990 CASE OF KYWAIT-IRAQ 
The National Museum of Kuwait was attacked during the First Gulf 
War and several items were carried to Iraq. The Kuwaiti authorities 
have informed UNESCO of the removal of a large number of cultural 
artifacts from their territory and have asked UNESCO to help them r
ecover. 

2/3/1991 CASE OF KUWAIT-IRAQ 
UNSC adopted Resolution 686 calling on Iraq to ' start immediately r
eturning all Kuwaiti property seized by Iraq; return to be completed 
as soon as possible. ' 

14/09/1991-
20/10/1991 

CASE OF KUWAIT-IRAQ 
The Iraqi authorities returned cultural objects from the Kuwait Natio
nal Museum and Dar-Al-Athar-Islammiyya to Kuwait. 

1995 UNIDROIT conventions 

1998 CASE OF KUWAIT IRAQ 
Iraq was ordered by the UNSC to pay nearly US$ 19 million to a colle
ctor from Kuwait for the pillage of his collection by Iraqi forces 

2000 CASE OF ITALY-LIBYA 
The Italian authorities decided that this item belonged to Libya and t
he talks between the two governments resulted in a joint statement,
 accompanied by an agreement on the return of the Cyrene Venus t
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o Libya. 

2008 CASE OF ITALY-LIBYA 
The statue was brought back and this move was seen as the start of 
a new era between Italy and Libya 

2010 CASE: FRANCE, EGYPT AND EIGHT EGYPTIAN ARTEFACTS 
French customs officers searched at the Paris Gare du Nord for a 
British resident passenger. Twelve archeological artifacts were 
found during this search. In the Louvre Museum, French customs 
consulted experts who described eight of these objects as authentic 
and originating in Egypt. All eight Egyptian artifacts date back to the 
first millennium BC and it is forbidden to export such items. 

13/07/2012 CASE OF THE ICC PROSECUTOR-Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi 
The situation in Mali was referred to the court by the Government 
of Mali 

/1/2012 CASE OF THE ICC PROSECUTOR-Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi 
Ms Fatou Bensouda has launched an investigation into the alleged 
crimes committed in Mali's territory. Following the prosecutor's 
investigation, the Pre-trial Chamber I issued an arrest warrant for 
Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi, who was accused, pursuant to Article 25 of 
the Rome Statute of the ICC, of having committed a war crime 
alleged by the prosecutor in connection with the intentional conduct 
of the attack. 

08/2016 CASE OF THE ICC PROSECUTOR-Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi 
The trial took place after his arrest and surrender to the ICC by the a
uthorities in Niger and after the first appearance and confirmation o
f the charges. 

09/2016 CASE OF THE ICC PROSECUTOR-Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi 
Trial Chamber VIII unanimously found Mr Al Mahdi guilty in June and 
July 2012 as a co-perpetrator of the war crime of deliberately 
directing attacks on historic monuments and religious buildings, 
including nine mausoleums and one mosque in Timbuktu, Mali. Mr 
Al Mahdi was sentenced to nine years imprisonment by the Court. 

03/2017 CASE: FRANCE, EGYPT AND EIGHT EGYPTIAN ARTEFACTS 
Once the items were confiscated, they became the French State's 
property. The customs authorities told the European and Foreign 
Ministry and the Egyptian authorities were sent a verbal report. The 
Egyptian authorities sent a formal letter telling their French 
counterparts that these objects were part of the cultural heritage of 
Egypt and asking that the items be returned to Egypt 

08/2017 CASE OF THE ICC PROSECUTOR-Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi 
In the case of Al Mahdi, Trial Chamber VIII of the ICC released a ' Rep
arations Order, ' finding that it is responsible for € 2.7 million in indiv
idual and collective reparations for malicious attacks on religious an
d historic buildings in the city of Timbuktu. 

10/2017 CASE: FRANCE, EGYPT AND EIGHT EGYPTIAN ARTEFACTS 
France handed over the artefacts to Egypt 

  



Anavryta Model Lyceum MUN | 2020 

12 
 

Relevant UN Treaties, Resolutions and Events 

European Convention on Human Rights, available 

at http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/009.htm 

Following the Second World War, the Council of Europe was created to protect 

human rights and the rule of law and promote democracy. The first duty of the Member 

States was to draw up a treaty to guarantee fundamental rights for anyone within their 

borders, including their own citizens and people of other nationalities. As far as it concerns 

the protection of culture and cultural heritage the Convention nor the Court explicitly 

recognize the “right to culture” or the right to take part in cultural life, unlike other 

international treaties, the Court’s case-law provides interesting examples of how some rights 

falling under the notion of “cultural rights” in a broad sense can be protected under core 

civil rights, such as the right to respect for private and family life (Article 8 of the 

Convention), the right to freedom of expression (Article 10) and the right to education 

(Article 2 of Protocol No. 1) 

Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Act 2009, available 

at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2009/16/contents 

It was signed in the 12th November 2009 and is considered an Act to confer power 

to return certain cultural objects on grounds relating to events occurring during the Nazi era.  

The 1899 Hague Convention - Section II, available 

at http://www.icrc.org/ihl.nsf/FULL/150  

The 1899 and 1907 Hague Conventions were the first multilateral treaties to 

address the conduct of warfare and were largely based on the Lieber Code, which 

was signed and issued by the United States. President Abraham Lincoln to the U.S. 

Union Forces during the American Civil War on April 24, 1863. 

The 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of 

Armed Conflict, available at http://www.icrc.org/ihl.nsf/FULL/400 

Protecting cultural heritage in its various forms is one of UNESCO's main activities. 

For this purpose, UNESCO has established a set of standard tools, both legally binding and 

non-binding, to ensure the protection of the cultural diversity of the world through the 

preservation of heritage. The 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property 

in the Armed Conflict Case was adopted in 1954 in the aftermath of the widespread 

destruction of cultural heritage that took place during World War II. As this instrument is 

frequently mentioned, the Hague Convention is the first multilateral treaty to focus solely on 

the preservation of cultural heritage during hostilities. 

 

http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/009.htm
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2009/16/contents
http://www.icrc.org/ihl.nsf/FULL/150
http://www.icrc.org/ihl.nsf/FULL/400
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The 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit 

Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, available 

at http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-

URL_ID=13039&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html 

The treaty was signed on 14 November 1970 to counter illegal trade in 

cultural objects and came into force on 24 April 1972. As of October 2019, the treaty 

was ratified by 140 states. Cultural property includes anything of significant 

scientific, historical, artistic, or religious significance as defined in Article I of the 

Convention. Nevertheless, each State may identify its own cultural property as long 

as it is an important item within the categories specified in Article I. The Convention 

recommends that the security of cultural property be implemented in ' three main 

pillars, ' each of which is preventive measures, arrangements for compensation and 

international cooperation. 

Instructions for the Government of Armies in the Field as Authorized by the Laws 

and Usages of War on Land, General Orders No.100 of 24 April 1863 (also known as 

Lieber Code). 

Hague Convention (II) with respect to the Laws and Customs of War on Land, 29 July 

1899, AJIL, 1907, 66. 

Treaty on the Protection of Artistic and Scientific Institutions and Monuments, 15 

April 1935, 167 LNTS 279 (also known as Roerich Act). 

Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported of Cultural Objects, 24 June 1995, ILM, 

pp.132 2 (also known as 1995 UNIDROIT Convention).  

It was assembled in Rome at the invitation of the Italian Government to hold 

a Diplomatic Conference on the adoption of the draft UNIDROIT Convention on the 

International Return of Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects from 7 to 24 June 

1995. 

Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage, 2 November 

2001, 2002, 21 ILM 37 (also known as 2001 Underwater Cultural Heritage 

Convention). 

In 2001 the Convention was adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO. 

The three main reasons for which UNESCO elaborated this treaty are the following. 

Firstly the looting and destruction of underwater sites by treasures hunters have 

been increasing. Secondly, it was clear enough that the existed national laws for 

their protection and safeguard weren’t enough. Thirdly, the 2001 UNESCO 

convention was adopted since the UN convention on the Law of the Sea does not 

articulate an adequate level of protection 

http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13039&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13039&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
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International Law Association (ILA) 2006 Principles for Cooperation in the Mutual 

Protection and Transfer of Cultural Material Resolution No. 4/2006 

Principles provide a concrete structure to help avoid and resolve disputes resulting 

from demands for the exchange of cultural material, usually involving the return or 

redistribution of cultural material to countries of origin or indigenous groups. Adopted in 

2006 by the International Law Association ("ILA"), after several years of research, 

preliminary reports and review sessions, the nine Principles were drafted by the ILA 

Committee on Cultural Heritage Law. 

Possible Solutions 

To begin with educational systems should be reinforced. Educating the citizens is 

one of the most important responsibilities of a nation. It is fundamental children from a very 

young age as well as adults to be well informed about their culture which is combined with 

their values and beliefs. Furthermore, they should not be taught to be nationalist but should 

learn to show respect both to their country and to others. This will ensure willingness and 

will reinforce the relations of the nations. Finally it is necessary all people to understand the 

importance of protecting the cultural heritage of each nation and especially each cultural 

artifacts. As result, awareness will be promoted threw means such as education. Moreover, 

public information is fundamental taking into consideration that citizens should be informed 

properly concerning the cases about the cultural repatriation and looting from an objective 

point of view. This could be achieved by the promotion of a global network and an 

international newspaper which will upload articles written by experts from different 

nationalities in order for them to not be bias. 

 Furthermore, amicable return of ownership must be achieved. More specifically, 

nations should try to reinforce the collaboration between them and try to solve the issues 

with friendly possesses in order to avoid bringing the case to the ICJ or the ICC. It is also 

important to achieve drafting legislation on the prevention of the illicit import as it is well 

known that nations have different legal framework except from some conventions. It is 

necessary to ensure that all nations accept and sign the conventions but also they apply 

them to their national laws. Finally it is important to adapt new laws and take measures in 

order to prevent the illicit import as well as export of cultural artifacts. That will ensure their 

protection and their safety. To continue with, it is fundamental nations to export and 

transfer of ownership of cultural property. In many cases the country of origin of a cultural 

property is not defined and as a result the issue of their protection and their repatriation 

become even more difficult. Also, the country of origin of old cultural properties should be 

changed if it is mistaken even if the artifacts are carried in a museum of a different nation.  

Moving on to promoting the development of museums, archives, etc. should also be 

achieved since in all museums cultural properties should be protected. In order for this to be 

ensured, museums should be well safeguard, security should be reinforced and most 

importantly all museums should adapt new technologies for the safe conservation of all 
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cultural artifacts and properties in general. Finally, nations should arrange the supervision of 

the archaeological excavations and protect the archaeological sites.  
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