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Personal Introduction 

Dear Delegates,  

 My name is Dimitris Alexopoulos and I am a 10th grade student at Campion 

School. I have the utmost honor to serve in AML MUN 2020 as the Co-Chair of the 

Legal Committee (GA6). I will be the expert chair on the topic of “Reassessing the 

righteous means of obtaining citizenship and the status of minorities”.  

 The purpose of this study guide is to introduce you to the topic, familiarize you 

with its basic aspects and guide you while doing your own research and preparing for 

the conference. I highly encourage you to read the study guide all the way through, as 

to get all basic information about the topic. I also highly recommend that you do your 

own research on your country’s policy and how it adapts to the issue at hand and what 

solutions you can propose adhering to previous solutions proposed by the country you 

are representing and its policy. It is also important to research your country’s 

diplomatic relations with other nations and how your policies align, in order to better 

cooperate with other delegates during the conference, working towards solving the 

issue. I also recommend you look at the bibliography as it has many sources which can 

help you with your research. 

 I wish you luck with your research and preparation and I look forward to 

meeting you all. If you have any questions about the study guide or run into any 

problems while preparing, feel free to contact me via the email address listed below. 

Yours truly, 

Dimitris Alexopoulos 

dalexopoulos@campion.edu.gr 

Introduction to the topic 
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Obtaining citizenship is highly important for permanent residents of a 

country as to be recognized as members of the nation. Being recognized as a 

national of the county you reside is crucial to economic and social development. 

Stateless people often don’t have access to public education and healthcare, 

contributing to their poverty. Many can’t own land or legally work and are left open 

for exploitation. However, some problems may arise when trying to obtain 

citizenship. Strict criteria to obtain citizenship often prevent people from becoming 

citizens. Another big obstacle is slow and hard-to-navigate bureaucracy. It can take 

many years for some people to obtain citizenship, even if they qualify for it, and it is 

often a tiresome and expensive process.  

 Connected to this, is also the issue of statelessness. There are many ethnic 

minorities which have lived in their respective countries for generations, without 

being a citizen of any country. This issue is called statelessness and thousands of 

people around the world are faced with it. 

 Solving this issue is highly important as it has many social and economic 

effects and it would contribute greatly to improving the lives of millions of stateless 

people around the world. Being the legal committee, the issue should be 

approached and solved from a legislative perspective as citizenship is something 

controlled by legislation. 

Definition of Key-Terms 

Reassessing: “to think again about something in order to decide if you should change 

the way you feel about it or deal with it” 1 

Righteous: “behaving in a morally correct way, or considered morally correct” 2  

Obtaining: “to get something, especially by asking for it, buying it, working for it, or 

producing it from something else” 3 

Citizenship: “the state of being a member of a country, and having legal rights 

because of this” 4 

 
1 “REASSESSING: Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary.” Cambridge Dictionary, Cambridge UP, 

dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/reassessing. 
2 “RIGHTEOUS: Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary.” Cambridge Dictionary, Cambridge UP, 

dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/righteous. 
3 “OBTAINING: Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary.” Cambridge Dictionary, Cambridge UP, 

dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/obtaining. 
4 “CITIZENSHIP: Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary.” Cambridge Dictionary, Cambridge UP, 

dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/citizenship. 
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Minority: “any small group in a society that is different from the rest because of their 

race, religion, or political beliefs, or a person who belongs to such a group” 5 

Naturalization: “to confer upon (an alien) the rights and privileges of a citizen.” 6 

Bureaucracy: “a system for controlling or managing a country, company, or 

organization that is operated by a large number of officials employed to follow rules 

carefully” 7 

Stateless: “A stateless person has no country that they officially belong to.” 8 

Jus soli: “a rule that the citizenship of a child is determined by the place of its birth” 9 

Jus sanguinis: “a rule that a child's citizenship is determined by its parents' 

citizenship” 10 

Background Information 

Historical background 

The history of citizenship 
The concept of citizenship is one that has existed since ancient times. It first 

arose in the towns and city states of ancient Greece. It only generally applied to 
property owners and not women, slaves or people of lower economic status. Citizens 
in Greek city-states were entitled to vote but were also required to pay tax and serve 
in the military. The Romans started using citizenship to distinguish residents of Rome 
and territories conquered by Rome. As the empire grew, they extended citizenship 
to all inhabitants. Citizenship gave people important legal privileges. In Europe 
during the Middle ages there was no concept of citizenship. Modern citizenship was 
conceptualized during the 18th century during the American and French Revolutions. 
Then the term citizen meant having rights and freedoms in the face of oppressive 
monarchs.11 

 

Principal grounds of obtaining citizenship 

 
5 “MINORITY: Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary.” Cambridge Dictionary, Cambridge UP, 

dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/minority. 
6 “Naturalization.” Dictionary.com, Dictionary.com, www.dictionary.com/browse/naturalization. 
7 “BUREAUCRACY: Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary.” Cambridge Dictionary, Cambridge 

UP, dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/bureaucracy. 
8 “STATELESS: Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary.” Cambridge Dictionary, Cambridge UP, 

dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/stateless. 
9 “Jus Soli.” Merriam-Webster, Merriam-Webster, www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/jus%20soli. 
10 “Jus Sanguinis.” Merriam-Webster, Merriam-Webster, www.merriam-

webster.com/dictionary/jus%20sanguinis. 
11 The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. “Citizenship.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia 

Britannica, 19 Mar. 2018, www.britannica.com/topic/citizenship. 
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From country to country, there are various methods through which people 

obtain citizenship. The most common ways someone obtains citizenship are the jus 

soli, when citizenship is acquired if you are born in the respective country and the jus 

sanguinis, when a person obtains citizenship regardless of where they are born or if 

one of their parents is a citizen. Some examples of countries which adopt jus soli are 

the United States of America and the British Commonwealth. Other countries 

generally adopt the jus sanguinis. A person can be a citizen of one or multiple 

countries. The issue of statelessness can arise when there are no uniform rules on 

gaining and losing citizenship.12 

Current status of the issue13 

 
12 The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. “Citizenship.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia 

Britannica, 19 Mar. 2018, www.britannica.com/topic/citizenship. 
 
13 “Peoples Without a State: the Locations and Causes of Statelessness (30 March 2016).” 

Humanitarian Information Unit, U.S Department of State, 30 Mar. 2016, s3.amazonaws.com/hiu-
products/Worldwide_Statelessness_2016Mar30_HIU_U1367.pdf. 
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Issues currently faced while trying to obtain citizenship 

The path to citizenship can often be full of obstacles. This is one of the causes 

of statelessness. These obstacles must be addressed in order to find effective solutions 

to the greater issue. One of these problems is eligibility. Many countries have strict 

requirements for becoming a citizen. An example of this is in Lichtenstein where you 

must live in the country for 30 years to become a citizen (some shortcuts exist). 14 

Another of these obstacles is cost. The path to citizenship can be a very expensive one. 

The application fees, legal advice and travel costs can make the process very 

expensive. Moreover, the paperwork can be very hard to navigate for even educated 

people, and the process is often complicated, requiring the help of a lawyer which 

 
14 McCamy, Laura. “8 Of the Countries Where It's Hardest to Become a Citizen.” Business Insider, 

Business Insider, 13 Sept. 2019, www.businessinsider.com/8-of-the-countries-where-its-hardest-to-
become-a-citizen-2018-9#1-vatican-city-1. 
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many cannot afford. Another barrier that people face are the strict timelines involved 

in the process such as the deadlines and years of residence someone needs to have 

had in the respective country. There is uncertainty involved, as people don’t know if 

their application will be approved and if they will be able to stay in the country and 

for how long. A lot of people will have to leave the country if not approved for 

citizenship and the process can often take years to complete.15 Lastly, discriminatory 

laws play a part in creating the issue. 

Discriminatory laws also play a role in creating the problem, currently there 

are 25 countries that have nationality laws that do not allow women the right to pass 

their nationality to their children on an equal basis with men. This is deeply 

problematic as it creates statelessness in cases where the father is stateless or cannot 

be found/ contacted. These laws cause statelessness to continue being propagated 

through  generations. 16 

Bureaucracy has also played a role in creating this problem. In many countries 

the mismanaged bureaucratic systems have often made obtaining citizenship a hard, 

long, costly and complicated process. Improving these systems and simplifying the 

process is one of the ways the issue can be solved. This is especially true in developing 

countries and with people facing statelessness.  

The issues stateless minorities face 

One of the problems stateless minorities face is discrimination. Many times, 

stateless minorities are discriminated against, since they are not considered part of 

their country of residence. Another major problem is the lack of documentation. The 

lack of documents such as I.D. and the lack of ways to obtain one causes many 

problems. One of them is that they cannot prove their nationality or legality of 

residence to authorities, leading to arrest and persecution. They also cannot obtain 

the typical services provided by the government, such as public healthcare, education 

and social assistance. Many times, they are also exploited by authorities when they 

try to obtain the proper documentation. Poverty is a leading problem in stateless 

minorities. Due to not having the proper documents they cannot work legally; they 

often resort to illegal and exploitative employment. They also can’t own land or have 

a place of permanent residence. This, combined with the lack of education worsens 

 
15 Meadows-Fernandez, Rochaun. “The Top 4 Barriers to Citizenship Most Often Faced by 

Immigrants.” Alternet.org, 26 Mar. 2018, www.alternet.org/2018/03/top-4-barriers-citizenship-most-
often-faced-immigrants/. 
 
16 “Gender Discrimination and Childhood Statelessness - #IBelong - UNHCR.” IBELONG, UNHCR, 

www.unhcr.org/ibelong/gender-discrimination-and-stateless-children/. 
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the situation and makes these people trapped into a cycle of poverty they can’t 

escape. 17 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

FYROM (North Macedonia) 

The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia has many ethnic minorities, and 

especially a lot Roma people. It is estimated that there are 54,000 to 260,000 Roma 

people. The statelessness of the Roma people is often attributed to the dissolution of 

the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in the early 1990s. Those who were legally 

residing in the territory of FYROM had the chance to apply for citizenship in one year. 

Many missed the short window due to a lack of awareness, often not knowing that 

they were not citizens. The lack of documentation has prevented the new generations 

to be naturalized. 18 

Syria 

The Syrian conflict has caused a lot of people to flee the country as refugees. 

“The UN Refugee Agency estimated that there were 160,000 stateless persons in 

Syria.”19 Fleeing as a stateless person poses many challenges as it is difficult to register 

as a refugee in a host nation with no document to support the claim for asylum.20  

Myanmar 

There are more than 700,000 stateless Rohingya people in Myanmar. The 

Rohingya are a Muslim minority that fled from India to Myanmar and Bangladesh. The 

government has refused to recognize them as citizens and has declared them “non-

national” or “foreign residents”. The Rohingya have lived in Myanmar for hundreds of 

years. They have also been victims of many genocides.21 

Bangladesh 

 
17 "THIS IS OUR HOME" Stateless Minorities and Their Search for Citizenship #IBELONG. UNHCR, 2017, 

"THIS IS OUR HOME" Stateless Minorities and Their Search for Citizenship #IBELONG, 
www.unhcr.org/ibelong/wp-content/uploads/UNHCR_EN2_2017IBELONG_Report_ePub.pdf. 
18 "THIS IS OUR HOME" Stateless Minorities and Their Search for Citizenship #IBELONG. UNHCR, 2017, 

"THIS IS OUR HOME" Stateless Minorities and Their Search for Citizenship #IBELONG, 
www.unhcr.org/ibelong/wp-content/uploads/UNHCR_EN2_2017IBELONG_Report_ePub.pdf. 
19 Hartley, Dilys. “Statelessness and the Syrian Conflict.” OxHRH Blog, 21 June 2017, 

ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/statelessness-and-the-syrian-conflict/. 
20 Hartley, Dilys. “Statelessness and the Syrian Conflict.” OxHRH Blog, 21 June 2017, 

ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/statelessness-and-the-syrian-conflict/. 
21 “Burma/Myanmar.” The International Observatory on Statelessness, 

www.nationalityforall.org/burma-myanmar. 
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As in Myanmar, there is a significant population of Rohingya people in 

Bangladesh. Many of them fled Myanmar due to the genocides and persecution they 

faced. There is around 400,000- 500,000 Rohingya people living in Bangladesh, living 

in poor conditions, stateless.22 

Greece 

Greece does not have any major stateless population, but it houses a large 

population of refugees. A lot of these refugees have tried to obtain citizenship or 

permanent residence and have not been able due to the long and complicated process 

that exists in Greek bureaucracy.     

Kenya  

Kenya also has a stateless population called the Pemba. They first arrived in 

Kenya around 1935- 1940 from the Tanzanian island Pemba in search for a better 

livelihood and opportunities. Another wave of Pemba arrived in Kenya from 1963- 

1970, fleeing the violence of the 1964 Zanzibar revolution. They never had Kenyan 

nationality or citizenship, and many were threatened to be deported. It is estimated 

that 3,500 Pemba live in Kenya now. Under the law they technically can obtain 

citizenship. They have been unsuccessful in obtaining citizenship as they often cannot 

prove their date of arrival and the Kenyan Government lacks adequate infrastructure 

to implement citizenship registration, leaving many stateless. Kenya also had a 

statelessness problem with the Makonde tribe, population of 4,000 people. After 

many years of facing the same problems as the Pemba the Kenyan government 

officially recognized them as a tribe of Kenya and due to legislative changes around 

1,500 managed to obtain citizenship. 23 

Madagascar 

Madagascar is one of the many countries with a stateless minority population. 

The Karana minority has been on the territory of the nation for more than a century. 

They migrated and settled in Madagascar from India in the 19th century. Currently 

there are around 20,000 of them residing in Madagascar. They were not given 

 
22 Milton, Abul Hasnat, et al. “Trapped in Statelessness: Rohingya Refugees in Bangladesh.” 

International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, MDPI, 21 Aug. 2017, 
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5580644/. 
 
23 "THIS IS OUR HOME" Stateless Minorities and Their Search for Citizenship #IBELONG. UNHCR, 2017, 

"THIS IS OUR HOME" Stateless Minorities and Their Search for Citizenship #IBELONG, 
www.unhcr.org/ibelong/wp-content/uploads/UNHCR_EN2_2017IBELONG_Report_ePub.pdf. 
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citizenship due to not being considered ethnically Malagasy. Even now many of them 

have tried to obtain citizenship and have not even received any formal replies. 24 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (The UN Refugee Agency) 

is a global organization dedicated to protecting refugees, forcibly displaced 

communities and stateless people and assist them with things such as obtaining 

citizenship or apply for asylum. They have offices in many countries where refugees 

and immigrants can come and receive assistance with the above-mentioned matters. 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

1954 1954 UN Convention on the status of stateless persons 

1961 1961 UN Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness 

1992 The Slovenian government erases 25,671 citizens of other 

Yugoslav countries 

2010 Kenya Citizenship and Immigration Act passed into law 

 

2015 Greek Migration Crisis 

2015 Rohingya Refugee Crisis 

2017 President of Kenya Uhuru Kenyatta declares Makonde people 

the 43rd officially recognized tribe of Kenya 

  

Relevant UN Treaties, Resolutions and Events 

UN Treaty/Resolution/Event 1 

Kenya Citizenship and Immigration Act: http://citizenshiprightsafrica.org/wp-

content/uploads/2015/06/Kenya-Citizenship-and-Immigration-Act-12-of-2011-as-

amended-2015.pdf  

 
24 "THIS IS OUR HOME" Stateless Minorities and Their Search for Citizenship #IBELONG. UNHCR, 2017, 

"THIS IS OUR HOME" Stateless Minorities and Their Search for Citizenship #IBELONG, 
www.unhcr.org/ibelong/wp-content/uploads/UNHCR_EN2_2017IBELONG_Report_ePub.pdf. 
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This gave stateless people living in Kenya (since Kenya’s independence in 1963) 

the right to be registered as Kenyan nationals. This worked to some extent along with 

the Makonde people being officially recognized as a tribe of Kenya and some managed 

to obtain citizenship. 25 

1954 UN Convention on the status of stateless persons 

The 1954 UN Convention on the status of stateless persons is made to ensure 

that the basic human rights of stateless people are not infringed. It also establishes a 

legal definition of a stateless person and a minimum of standards for the treatment of 

stateless people and a number of rights such as: the right to education, employment 

and housing. Lastly it guarantees stateless people a right to identity, travel documents 

and administrative assistance. 26 

1961 UN Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness 

The 1961 UN Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness is aimed at 

reducing and preventing statelessness over time, establishing an international 

framework to ensure the right of every person to a nationality. It also requires that 

states put protections in their laws to prevent statelessness at birth and later in life 

and suggests people acquire the nationality of the country in which they are born if 

they do not obtain any other nationality. It also sets protections to protect 

statelessness due to loss or renunciation of nationality and state succession.27 “The 

convention also sets out the very limited situations in which states can deprive a 

person of his or her nationality, even if this would leave them stateless.” 28 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

Different governments (one being the government of Kenya) have tried to 

solve the issue by ensuring that their ethnic minorities are recognized as citizens and 

that their children are also recognized. The government of the UK introduced a 

formal statelessness determination procedure. The government of Kenya introduced 

legislation and officially recognized the stateless minorities residing in their country 

 
25 "THIS IS OUR HOME" Stateless Minorities and Their Search for Citizenship #IBELONG. UNHCR, 2017, 

"THIS IS OUR HOME" Stateless Minorities and Their Search for Citizenship #IBELONG, 
www.unhcr.org/ibelong/wp-content/uploads/UNHCR_EN2_2017IBELONG_Report_ePub.pdf. 
26 United Nations. “UN Conventions on Statelessness.” UNHCR, UNHCR, www.unhcr.org/un-

conventions-on-statelessness.html. 
27 United Nations. “UN Conventions on Statelessness.” UNHCR, UNHCR, www.unhcr.org/un-

conventions-on-statelessness.html. 
28 United Nations. “UN Conventions on Statelessness.” UNHCR, UNHCR, www.unhcr.org/un-

conventions-on-statelessness.html. 
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as an official tribe to finally give them a path to citizenship. Sadly, some countries 

have neglected this problem, and this is one of the reasons the issue remains largely 

unsolved. 

Possible Solutions 

 The main solutions to this issue are evaluating the status of righteous means 

of obtaining citizenship on a national and international basis and the common 

bureaucratic pitfalls which often plague the process of obtaining citizenship, making 

it harder for long residing immigrants to obtain citizenship. Furthermore, looking into 

methods of changing the often-broken bureaucratic processes is another way to solve 

the problem. One way to achieve this is by the evaluation of government employees 

and the termination of those who are inefficient or not required. The creation of 

international legal frameworks with standardized requirements for minority 

communities that have lived in their respective countries for years to obtain 

citizenship is something that can also be done to tackle the issue. Allowing children to 

gain the nationality of their birthplace is a common solution that has also been 

suggested in the UN. Removing discriminatory laws which prevent people from 

obtaining citizenship will also help. Lastly, ensuring universal birth registration and 

simplifying the criteria for obtaining citizenship are some possible solutions.  

Legislation which creates a process for naturalizing stateless people is key.  

 On a UN context some proposed solutions could be to create an international 

platform for countries to collaborate to solve this issue. Another solution would be 

collaborating with NGOs that deal with statelessness. Lastly, the introduction of 

international legal frameworks combatting statelessness, containing provisions for 

stateless populations around the world in order to attain citizenship and addressing 

the issue of crippling bureaucracy, is a way of solving the problem. 29 
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