
Anavryta Model Lyceum MUN | 2020 

1 

 

Committee: Special Political and Decolonization Committee (GA4) 

Issue: The question of Libya  

Student Officer: Apostolou Vasiliki 

Position: Co-chair  

Personal Introduction 

Dear delegates, 

My name is Vasiliki Apostolou and I have the honor to serve as the co-chair of 

GA4 of this year’s AMLMUN. I am 16 years-old and I am a student in Anavryta Model 

Lyceum.  I started my MUN journey 2 years ago, and I couldn’t have imagined that it 

would become such an important part of my life. Having participated in many 

conferences so far and I can undoubtedly say that MUN is a life changing experience. 

I'm truly proud to be a part of this community as it has offered me an overall 

knowledge about the issues of our world and has guided me towards my goals in life.  

Having been inspired by my Student Officers, I hope that I will help you find out how 

amazing the MUN is. By this study guide, I hope that you will all get a clear 

understanding of the topic and precious help for your study. For any further 

explanation and clarification you can reach me at vasiliki.apost.2003@gmail.com . 

Don’t hesitate to contact me! 

Introduction to the topic 

The second topic of GA4’s agenda is “The question of Libya”. It refers to the 

ongoing conflicts in Libya that started in 2011, the year of the Arab Spring protests. 

Much like in many other neighboring countries, in Libya people revolted against the 

four-decade rule of Muammar al-Qaddafi, which led to civil war and the intervention 

of international military forces. This escalated in 2014, when another civil war 

occurred in the country due to the opponent parties seeking control of the territory 

and oil of Libya. Although, since then, measures have been taken in order to establish 

peace in the area, this has not been achieved yet. The effects of these wars are still 

visible and the country is facing a huge crisis, both humanitarian and political, while 

its situation has global impact. So, it is of utmost importance that solutions are found 

in order to ameliorate the situation in Libya and eventually end the crisis completely.  

Definition of Key-Terms 

Arab Spring 

mailto:vasiliki.apost.2003@gmail.com
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The Arab Spring was a series of democratical uprisings against the government 

of the country which took place in several largely Muslim countries, including Tunisia, 

Morocco, Syria, Libya, Egypt and Bahrain. Even though the Arab Spring began in 

Tunisia in December 2010, it became more popular to the world in the spring of 2011, 

when similar events occurred in the other countries mentioned above and this led to 

the name. The impressive fact about these popular uprisings is that although they took 

place years ago, the political and social impact of them remains significant until now. 

 

Coup d'état 

A coup d’ état (also known as putsch or simply coup) is “the violent overthrow or 

alteration of an existing government by a small group”1. So, in other words, during a 

coup, a dictator, the military, or a political faction tries to gain the power of a country 

by non-democratic means. 

 

Muammar al-Qaddafi  

Muammar al-Qaddafi (also mentioned as Moammar Guaddafi or Colonel 

Guadaffi), was the leader of Libya for forty two years. He took the power of the 

country in 1969 with the famous coup. While he was the president, he managed to 

make Libya remarkably richer as a country, but he was definitely not loved by his 

people, because he wasn’t democratically elected and he didn’t act in a democratic 

manner, most of the times. So, during the crisis of 2011, he understood that his 

leadership was about to come to an end, so he decided to hide in a small town in Libya, 

where he eventually was found and killed. 

 

Fethi Tarbel 

Fethi Tarbel is a Libyan lawyer and human rights activist. While he was 

practicing law in Libya, he represented the relatives of over 1,000 prisoners who were 

killed by Libyan security forces in Abu Salim Prison in 1996. On the 15 of February 2011 

he began a demonstration in Benghazi, with approximately 200 relatives of the 

prisoners and he was arrested. His arrest was the start of the Libyan Civil War. 

 

National Transitional Council of Libya (NTC) 

After the death of Muammar Gaddafi, the National Transitional Council (NTC) 

was the de facto government of Libya for ten months between 2011 and 2012. They 

                                                      
1 “Coup D'état.” Merriam-Webster, Merriam-Webster, www.merriam-

webster.com/dictionary/coup%20d%27%C3%A9tat. 
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claim to have helped significantly in regaining peace in the country, but because of the 

fact that it was a de facto government2, its role can be questioned. 

 

Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 

On 2 March 1977, Libya adopted the “Declaration of the Establishment of the 

People’s authority”. So, the name of the government became Socialist People’s Libyan 

Arab Jamahiriya. By the term jamahiriya, the Libyan Government claims to have 

established a directly democratical regime, without the need of any political parties. 

This is actually the materialization of the Third International Theory, the official 

political philosophy of Gaddafi, which he proposed to be applied to the entire Third 

Word3. 

 

General National Congress (GNC) 

The General National Congress, was elected in Libya, in 2012, and for two years 

after the end of the First Libyan Civil War, it was the legislative authority of the 

country. It took power from the National Transitional Council. Even though the 

elections were not questioned, it was intensely question whether the GNC were as 

powerful as needed.  

 

Background Information 

The rise of Moammar Gaddafi  

Gaddafi was born in 1942. When he was young, he was inspired by anti-

colonialism and socialism of Gamal Abdel Nasser. Gamal Abdel Nasser was an Egyptian 

army officer, prime minister, and then president of Egypt. He was a controversial 

leader of the Arab world, because of the wars he initiated and his ideas. He wrote 

books such as the “Philosophy of the Revolution”, that influenced Gaddafi. Gaddafi 

attended military college and he also spent time getting further military training in 

Britain. On September 1st 1969, he and a small group of young officers started a 

bloodless revolution in order to gain the power of the country. Gadaffi was only 27 

years-old at the time, so this action impressed many people enough to characterize 

him as charismatic. When he became leader, he quickly made his political and social 

ideology known, as he established himself as an anti-Western iconoclast. By doing 

                                                      
2 Definition of the term:“De Facto Definition.” De Facto Definition, 

www.duhaime.org/LegalDictionary/D/DeFacto.aspx. 
3 Definition of the term: “Third World.” Dictionary.com, Dictionary.com, 

www.dictionary.com/browse/third-world. 
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that, he also made his position clear about the relations he planned on having with 

other countries. He forced out U.S. and British military forces and, over the next two 

decades, invited in every shade of radical from the Palestine Liberation Organization 

to the Irish Republican Army.  

Gadaffi, bearing in mind the conditions under which he became the leader of 

the country, following the formation of the Libyan Arab Republic, insisted along with 

his associates that their government would not rest on individual leadership, but 

rather on collegial decision making. 

Alignment with the Soviet bloc 

Around 1970, after a series of events between the air forces of Libya and USA, 

the relations between these two countries, were steadily deteriorated. So, Gaddafi 

approached the Soviet Union and other Eastern Bloc countries, but he tried to 

maintain the country’s stance as a nonaligned country. Although he tried to do so, 

Libya’s army was increased from the 6,000 and was armed with Soviet-built armor and 

missiles. 

 

1973 oil crisis 
 

In 1973, Libya, in order to continue to use its oil as leverage against Israel, 

strongly urged the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) to take 

measures. So, Libya had great responsibility on the increase of oil prices. To gain 

control of production, Libya imposed embargoes and on 19 October 1973, it was the 

first Arab nation to issue an oil embargo against the United States. This caused the 

president of the United States Richard Nixon to announce that they would provide 

Israel with a $2.2 billion aid program. After that action, Saudi Arabia and other Arab 

oil producing nations in OPEC would follow suit. 

 

Libyan-Egyptian War 
 

Libya and Egypt, initially were on good terms, as both allied with the USSR. 

After the 1973 Arab-Israel war, Egypt turned toward the West and started having 

friendlier relations with the United States. Also the Egyptian President made initial 

peace moves toward Israel. But, Gadaffi was strongly allied with the Soviet Union and 

on extremely bad terms with the USA, so he expressed his displeasure at Egypt’s 

decisions and actions by expelling 225,000 Egyptian workers from Libya. Not only that, 

he also organized the “March on Cairo”4 in June, 1977, to protest against Egypt. The 

march was halted by Egyptian border guards. Analysts and experts support that this 

                                                      
4Further information on the event:  “The Four-Day War between Egypt and Libya in July 1977.” 

YouTube, 2017, youtu.be/w6Xp0YvRhmQ. 
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Libya-Egypt conflict had deeper causes and it was part of a larger Soviet-sponsored 

plan. 

 

Libya Revolt of 2011  

On February 15, 2011 in Benghazi, antigovernment groups started to be 

formed by protesters angered by the arrest of Fethi Tarbel. The request of these 

protests was for Gaddafi to step down and for the release of political prisoners. The 

national security was quickly alarmed to stop the demonstrations and used water 

cannons and rubber bullets in order to do so. This resulted in a number of injuries. So, 

to further counter the demonstrations, Libyan authorities made a broadcast on state 

television.  After these governmental actions, the protests intensified, so the 

demonstrations spread to Tripoli and this led to the Libyan Security Forces using lethal 

force against the protests. It is said that people were burned alive and were attacked 

with tanks and helicopter gunships. 

Another measure the government took in order to cease the demonstration 

was restricting communications, blocking the Internet and interrupting telephone 

service throughout the country. Then, some days later, on February 21, one of 

Gaddafi’s sons specifically said that if further demonstrations occur, it could lead to 

civil war and he vowed that the regime would fight “to the last bullet”. 

 

Key sites of the 2011 Libya revolt5 

I 

                                                      
5 The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. “Libya Revolt of 2011.” Encyclopædia Britannica, 

Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 8 Feb. 2019, www.britannica.com/event/Libya-Revolt-of-2011. 
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nternational reactions 

This sudden governmental use of lethal violence against protesters and 

civilians, drew international attention from foreign leaders and human rights 

organizations. The actions of Libya caused the resignation of high-level officials, 

including the Libyan ambassador of the United Nations. Members of the national 

army, also, flew their jets to Malta, choosing to defect rather than obey orders to 

bomb Benghazi. In addition, a number of Libyan embassies globally began to fly the 

country’s pre-Gaddafi flag, showing support for the uprising.  

Gaddafi’s reaction 

On February 22, Gaddafi delivered an angry and emotional speech on state 

television, calling for supporters to revolt with him and fight the protests. He resisted 

calls to step down and mentioned repeatedly that he is the national leader and God is 

with him. However, the international pressure for Gaddafi to step down increased 

drastically. The UN Security Council unanimously approved measures and sanctions 

against the Gaddafi regime and they decided to impose a travel ban, an arms embargo 

and freezing the Gaddafi family’s assets. 

NATO’s interference  

On 19 March 2011, a multi-
state NATO-led coalition began a 
military intervention in Libya, aiming 
to implement United Nation Security 
Council Resolution 1973. So, in order 
to achieve the cease-fire that this 
resolution wanted to achieve, 
American, French and Canadian air 
forces undertook sorties across 
Libya. Despite the use foreign 
airstrikes, the intervention did not 
consist of foreign ground troops. 
Libya’s response to these operation 
wasn’t much of a success, bearing in 
mind that they didn’t manage to 
shoot down a single NATO plane.   
                 
                 The no-fly zone over Libya and the warships involved6  

                                                      
6 “2011 Military Intervention in Libya.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 29 Dec. 2019, 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2011_military_intervention_in_Libya. 
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Gaddafi’s death 

After NATO’s interference and the general situation with the NTC fighters, 

Gaddafi realised that he had lost his power and that his life was in actual danger. Being 

so desperate, Gaddafi decided to seek refuge in his birthplace, the Jarref Valley. 

However, NATO continued operating on the region, so eventually, Gaddafi was found 

by French militias. He was injured because of the attacks of convoys near him. After 

he was caught, it is unknown how he actually died. It is said that he died some minutes 

before arriving to the hospital. Some others claim that NATO’s soldiers shot him, but 

the exact circumstances of his death are not known. 

The aftermath 

After Gaddafi’s death, for a few years, an alternative town council was 

established and recognized by the NTC. But, there were many unsolved issues in the 

country and the cooperation with the NTC had been strained, leading to further 

demonstrations against the government. All of the above led to a second civil war in 

Libya. 

2012-2014 

After the 2012 elections when the General National Congress was elected, the 

country couldn’t manage to overcome the damages of the war. More specifically, the 

GNC, didn’t succeed in improving the unstable security situation in the country, which 

was their primary task. Also, in 2013 they tried to expand their mandate without 

elections, which caused protests who were calling for the resignation of the congress 

and its replacement to a legitimate body. In February 2014, Khalifa Haftar, who was a 

military officer, head of the LNA and later the Libyan Army, ordered the GNC to 

dissolve. He additionally called for new elections, held by a caretaker government 

committee. However, his actions didn’t have a great impact on the GNC. But on May, 

Haftar launched the Operation Dignity which led to the alteration of the government. 

Elections were held again and the House of Representatives become in charge. The 

Operation Dignity was basically the LNA fighting against the GNC.  

Second Libyan Civil War  

With the launch of the Operation Dignity, the second Libyan civil war had 

errupted. It was not unexpected for this to happen, due to all the unsolved issues from 

the first civil war and the attempt of the GNC to abuse power. So, the LNA with Haftar, 

attacked the government, and even the parliament itself, and caused other 
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demonstrations and reactions against the government. They managed to alter the 

government, but they caused negative effects on the country. 

Effects of the War 

Even though the war didn’t last long, it had  disastrous effects on Libya’s 

situation. Because of the little business activity, there was a loss in revenues from oil 

by 90%. This led to a major downturn in the economy. Also, there were over 4,000 

people that died from the fighting, and a big amount of citizens fled to Tunisia as 

refugees. Additionally, due to the war many of the foreign workers of the country left, 

as extremist groups such as Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant have targeted them.  

Signing of the Libyan Political Agreement 

In December 2015, members of the House of Representatives and the GNC, 

gathered in Morocco and signed the Libyan Political Agreement, led by the United 

Nations.  This Agreement concludes in four main remarks. It aimed to ensure the 

democratic rights of the citizens of Libya, it stressed the need for a consensual 

government based on the principle of the separation of powers and the 

empowerment of state institutions, and lastly, respect for “the Libyan judiciary and its 

independence”7. So, under the terms of this agreement, the Government of National 

Accord (GNA) was formed. Even though theoretically everyone agreed on the 

formation of this government, the GNC later questioned their actions and accused 

them of being biased in favor of the House of Representatives.  

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Libya 

It is needless to say why Libya is the most involved country on the issue. They 

need to make drastic changes in order to ameliorate the situation. This is quite difficult 

to be achieved, because of all these long-standing problems and quarrels. The country 

is now facing a huge humanitarian and political crisis, so measures need to be taken.   

Egypt 

The Egyptian-Libyan War, as expected, led the two countries on bad terms. In 

the Second Civil War in Libya, the Egyptian government  supported Haftar’s rebellion. 

It is claimed that they supplied him with weapons, but both the government of Egypt 

                                                      
7 Introduction, paragraph 3: “Libyan Political Agreement.” Libyan Political Agreement , 2015, 

unsmil.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/Libyan%20Political%20Agreement%20-%20ENG%20.pdf. 
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and Haftar denied these accusations. Furthermore, the Egyptian President, called on 

the United States to intervene with military force in Libya because the turmoil there, 

threatens Egypt’s national security. However, the two countries have signed various 

trade agreements and there are plans on establishing a free trade zone. 

The United States of America 

Needless to say why the United States of America play a vital role on the topic. 

Firstly, the relations between the US and Libya were quite bad from the beginning, as 

Libya had allied with the USSR. USSR and the USA were the most powerful countries 

and extremely competitive with each other. Therefore, by aligning with Russia, Libya 

made the US an “enemy”. Their relations deteriorated after the civil war of 2011 and 

NATO’s intervention in 2012, with military forces. So, since then they are on bad terms 

and this was again showed, when in 2016, the US began bombing Libya with the 

permission on the GNA, as part of actions against the ISIS. Lastly, it is important to be 

mentioned that the US is still intervening in Libya.  

Russian Federation 

Russian Federation is a country deeply involved in the issue. While Gaddafi was 

in charge, Libya, had allied with the Soviet Union. Even though their close relations 

weren’t official, it was shown through their actions. Also, the fact that they both had 

bad relations with the US, brought them even closer. Russia regarded Libya as one of 

its strongest allies in the Arab world. After the wars, Russia supported stabilizing the 

country and they backed various factions in order to do so. 

France 

France, played an important role in the First Libyan Civil War in 2011, along 

with Canada. They participated in NATO’s interference and it is said that French 

soldiers killed Gaddafi. The former president of France, had made clear that they 

didn’t supported Gaddafi’s governance, as in February 2011 he said that he should 

step down and “all those responsible for the killings in Libya, as well as people who 

now continue to cooperate with the regime, should face investigation and prosecution 

at the International Criminal Court”.8 Lastly, France was one of the countries that 

proposed the Security Council Resolution 1973.  

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

Because of these wars, there has been an augmentation in the number of 

refugees coming from Libya. More specifically, a report of the UNHCR showed that it 

                                                      
8 Champion, Marc. “Sarkozy Calls for Gadhafi to Retire.” The Wall Street Journal, Dow Jones & 

Company, 25 Feb. 2011, www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052748704150604576166302482033280. 
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had registered over 45,600 refugees and asylum seekers during 2019. This indicates 

that the crisis is still severe. So, the UNHCR is concerned, among the countries that are 

receiving this number of refugees. These countries namely are Tunisia, Egypt, Chad 

and European countries across the Mediterranean. 

 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

1 September 1969 Gadaffi’s coup  

11 June 1970 The last of the USA’s forces leave Libya. This date is celebrated 

as a national holiday in Libya 

21 July 1977 

 

March on Cairo 

15 February 2011  Fethi Tarbel’s demonstration  

22 February 2011 Gaddafi’s speech about the demonstration: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69wBG6ULNzQ 

17 March 2011 United Nations Security Council Resolution 1973  

19 March 2011 NATO’s interference in the Libyan War  

13 April 2011 Libya Contact Group, Doha, Qatar  

16 September 2011 United Nations Support Mission in Libya was established  

31 October 2011 Gaddafi’s death 

7 July 2012 The General National Congress was elected  

14 February 2014 Haftar calls for the GNC to dissolve 

16 May 2014 The Operation Dignity started  

18 May 2014 Gen. Haftar's militia attacked parliament 

4 August 2014 The House of Representatives was elected 

17 December 2015 Libyan Political Agreement  
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Relevant UN Treaties, Resolutions and Events 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1973 (S/RES/1973) 
 

The United Nations Security Council Resolution, on the situation in Libya, is a 

measure that was adopted on March 2011 in order to stop the First Libyan Civil War. 

This resolution was proposed by France, Lebanon and the UK. So, by this resolution, 

legal basis were formed for military intervention to be attempted. It called for an 

immediate ceasefire. Some of the-key points are the establishment of a no-fly zone 

over Libya, the arms embargo, assets freeze on Libyan authorities and the 

authorization of all necessary means to protect civilians. You can find the resolution: 

https://www.undocs.org/S/RES/1973%20(2011) 

 
 
UNITED NATIONS SUPPORT MISSION IN LIBYA (UNSMIL) 
 

UNSMIL was established in September 2011, in order to support Libya’s new 
transitional authorities in their post-conflict efforts, at their request. This mission, is 
working on achieving good governance in the region and on developing the country’s 
economy. Also, they focus on delivering humanitarian assistance in response to the 
current crisis. It is an integrated mission, therefore all UN Agencies, Funds and 
Programmes work in synergy in order for political, humanitarian and development 
streams to be complementary. They overall promote the democratic principles of 
governance and they try to enforce the supremacy of law and to ensure a human 
rights-based development. 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

NATO’s interference in the First Libyan Civil War 

In the First Libyan Civil War, NATO played a determinant role in the outcome 

of the War. With their air strikes and in general their military interference they tried 

to stop the war and establish peace and stability in the region. Specifically, in the Libya 

Contact Group in 2011, the participants agreed that Gaddafi had lost all legitimacy and 

he must leave power, allowing Libyan people to determine their own future. So, in this 

meeting and according to the UN Security Council Resolution they allowed militia 

intervention in Libya, aiming to achieve “positive results contributing to the protection 
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of Libyan civilians and relieving their suffering'', according to the official chair’s 

statement9.  

Peace and Security Council (PSC) 

The PSC of the African Union, in September 2019, discussed the need for this 

Council to get more involved in concluding the Libyan crisis. In their 857th session, 

they proposed a number of other measures that should be taken in order to 

ameliorate the situation. For example, they suggested that Libyan authorities take 

action in protecting civilians, including migrants and refugees in line with the 

International Humanitarian Law and Human Right Law. They also demanded the 

warring factions in Libya to commit a permanent ceasefire and they stressed the 

importance of national dialogue in order to promote political and inclusive solution to 

the crisis.  

Libyan National Conference 

The Libyan National Conference was planned to take place in 14-16 April 2019 

and aimed to organize elections, in the content of the peace process in Libya. The 

conference was prepared over one and a half years, but it was postponed in early April 

2019, because of military actions. This conference only wanted to make 

recommendation, with no executive power. The special representative of the 

Secretary General in Libya, Ghassan Salame made an official statement, noting that he 

is “more determined than ever to hold the National Conference at the earliest possible 

opportunity, as we cannot allow the historic opportunity it presents to be lost.”10So, 

this conference is expected to happen as soon as possible and it was postponed only 

because of the incidents, according to these statements. 

Possible Solutions 

This topic is not a simple one, it is a longstanding issue, thus it is not easily 

solved. It has many aspects and in your resolution you are called to cover all of them. 

The one thing that you shouldn’t forget is that a peaceful solution is needed in the 

                                                      
9 “Libya Contact Group Doha, 13 April 2011 Chair's Statement.” Statement by Foreign Secretary 

William Hague Following the Libya Contact Group Meeting in Doha, 13 Apr. 2011, 
www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/pdf_2011_04/20110926_110413-Libya-Contact_-Group-
Doha.pdf. 
10 “Statement by the Special Representative of the Secretary General in Libya, Ghassan Salamé, on 

the National Conference.” UNSMIL, 10 Apr. 2019, unsmil.unmissions.org/statement-special-
representative-secretary-general-libya-ghassan-salam%C3%A9-national-conference. 
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crisis in Libya. So, the question is how this is going to be achieved. You should focus 

on the three main aspects of the issue, namely political, economic and humanitarian.  

Political aspect 

Firstly, you should examine whether the foreign interventions, both politically 

and military, are helpful to the situation. Negotiations are needed in order to have fair 

and efficient elections to agree on a form of government, economic reforms and 

generally, the changes that should be made to ameliorate the situation. Don’t forget 

that there have been many attempts of having elections already, yet this didn’t 

manage to yield results. So, you should think of an effective way to accomplish political 

stability in Libya.  

Economic aspect 

In this aspect of the issue you have to focus on the changes that need to 

happen in order to ameliorate the country’s economy. So, when it comes to the 

economic reforms, you shouldn’t forget that oil exports are the main source of the 

country’s income, so it is of utmost importance to establish laws in order to stop the 

illegal oil exports. You should also try to find ways to develop the country’s economy, 

maybe by investing in other sectors expect of the oil industry. 

Humanitarian aspect 

A crucial issue in Libya is the violations of International Humanitarian Law. You 

should find ways to condemn the use of force against civilians and make sure that the 

IHL is implemented. You can maybe consider if this can be achieved by increasing the 

UN’s in-country presence. Apart from that, there is a huge need of humanitarian aid 

for the people in Libya. They are facing a huge crisis and both member states of the 

UN and non-governmental organisations should take measures to help them. So, it is 

very important to cover this perspective of the issue in your resolution.  

Having said the above, I want to remind you that while forming your resolution, you 

have to make sure that it is according to the country’s policy that you represent. 

Finally, I wish you all have a careful and detailed, but pleasant study and that you form 

a resolution full of effective solutions on the issue.  
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