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Personal Introductions 

Dear Delegates, 

 My name is Christopher Vogiatzis, I am currently a senior student in Pierce – 

The American College of Greece and I will be serving as one of the Deputy Presidents 

of this year’s Security Council. My MUN experience began four years ago and since 

then I have served as a delegate, ambassador, advocate and Chair in ten conferences. 

Over the years, MUN became a significant part of my life and I hope that I will be able 

to pass on my passion for it to you. I hope you take great interest in the topics and 

look forward to a fruitful debate. Keep in mind that this Study Guide merely sets the 

foundation of your research and I do encourage you to look further into the topic 

yourselves. For any inquiries do not hesitate to contact me at: C.Vogiatzis@acg.edu.  

Best Regards,  

Christopher Vogiatzis 

Dear Delegates, 

 My name is Anastasis Lamprianos-Stappas and I am currently an IB1 (11th 

Grade) student at Pierce-The American College of Greece. I will be serving as the 

President of the Security Council in this year’s AMLMUN annual session. The 3rd 

AMLMUN session will be my 10th conference and my 4th time chairing. I am eager to 

guide you through this incredibly important issue alongside Christopher. The study 

guide will present the fundamental aspects of the matter and we highly encourage 
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you to further expand your knowledge. If any difficulties or questions arise please feel 

free to contact me at: alambrianos1@gmail.com. 

Introduction to the topic 

 The Central African Republic became independent from France in 1960 and it 

has been troubled by instability ever since. The relationship of its two main 

communities, Muslims and Christians was for a long time congenial (it is a noteworthy 

fact that political and economic 

power was -for the most part- in 

the hands of the Christian 

population). In November 2012, 

however, the Séléka coalition was 

formed and commenced a 

rebellion, deciding to take the law 

into their own hands, something 

that was followed by the 

formation of the Anti-Balaka. 

Violent disputes broke out, forcing over one million people to seek refuge in other 

cities and countries. The situation in the Central African Republic has been called by 

many one of the worst humanitarian crises. The country is plagued with extrajudicial 

killings, banditry, looting and general outbreaks of violence, while the religious and 

ethnic factors of the dispute cannot be ignored. 

Definitions of Key-Terms 

Militia1 

                                                           
1 Definition of MILITIA. 18 Dec. 2019, merriam-webster.com/dictionary/militia. 

MILITIA | Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary. 25 Dec. 2019, 
dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/militia. 
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. “Militia.” Encyclopedia Britannica, 
britannica.com/topic/militia. 

This map shows Central African Republic and its 

capital 
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 A militia is a military force that is part of a country’s armed forces and is 

available only for emergency service (mainly for local defense). Its members are 

trained soldiers but have other jobs. 

Coalition 

 A coalition is “the joining together of different political parties or groups for a 

particular purpose, usually for a limited time”.2 

 

Vigilantism3 

 In cases of a lacking or inadequate law enforcement body, people or groups 

take the law into their own hands, they become “self-appointed doers of justice”4, 

taking unofficial and unauthorized actions to either prevent crime or punish whoever 

they consider a criminal. By doing so, they aim for the greater good of their 

community. 

Séléka5 

 The word “Séléka” means “alliance” in Sango. The Séléka (formed in December 

2012) is a coalition of militia groups which had many complaints against the local 

government, including impunity for violence, persecution and marginalisation. The 

Séléka is made up of mostly Muslims.  

The anti-balaka6 

 “Anti-balaka” means “invincible”, or otherwise immune to guns. It stands for 

both “anti-machete” (balaka means machete in Sango) and “anti-AK” (the AK-47 

                                                           
2 COALITION | Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary. 25 Dec. 2019, 

dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/coalition. 
3 “Vigilantism.” TheFreeDictionary.Com, legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/Vigilantism. 

VIGILANTISM | Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary. 25 Dec. 2019, 
dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/vigilantism. 

4 Definition of VIGILANTE. 21 Dec. 2019, merriam-webster.com/dictionary/vigilante. 
5 Mellgard, Emily. “What Is the Seleka? | Institute for Global Change.” Institute for Global Change, 

institute.global/insight/co-existence/what-seleka. 
6 Mellgard, Emily. “What Is the Antibalaka? | Institute for Global Change.” Institute for Global Change, 

institute.global/insight/co-existence/what-antibalaka. 
Pike, John. Anti-Balaka. globalsecurity.org/military/world/para/anti-balaka.htm. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/political
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/group
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/particular
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/particular
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/limited
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Kalashnikov rifle). The militia began fighting in September 2013 as a 

countermovement to the Séléka. Its members are almost entirely Christian. 

Fulani/ Fula 

 Fulani or Fula is an ethnic group of nomadic form which mostly inhabits central 

and western africa. The follow strongly their muslim religious background and have 

an approximate of 40 million nomads living across the aforementioned region. 7 

Sectarianism 

 “Sectarianism is strong support for the religious or political group one belongs 

to, and often involves conflict with other groups.”8 

Malnourishment 

 It refers to the weak condition of an individual due to lack of food and water.9 

Background Information 

The Central African Republic Bush War 

 After François Bozizé seized power and became President of the Central 

African Republic in 2003, he suspended the Constitution and dissolved the National 

Assembly; acts that were followed by a rebellion, which consisted of a large variety of 

rebel groups. The Central African Republic Bush War was merely a civil war, between 

Union of Democratic Forces for Unity (UFDR) rebels and government forces. 

 In 2004, insecurity prevailed. In April, later that same year, the government 

had to deploy two hundred soldiers to fight acts of robbery and violence in the 

northern and northwest areas, while armed groups continued to loot villages all 

throughout 2004 and 2005, robbing, beating and raping civilians. Freedom of 

movement was hindered by bandits and the Central Office for the Repression of 

Banditry (OCRB) committed many extrajudicial killings as a way to reduce acts of 

                                                           
7 Kaufman, Will, et al. Africa and the Americas: Culture, Politics, and History. ABC-CLIO, 2008. 
8 Sectarianism Definition and Meaning | Collins English Dictionary. 30 Dec. 2019, 

collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sectarianism. 
9 “MALNOURISHED: Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary.” Cambridge Dictionary, 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/malnourished. 
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crime. Corruption in the government was obvious. Before December, the UFDR had 

control over four northeastern towns and demanded negotiations with the 

government. Their demand was not met. 

The Inclusive Political Dialogue (IPD) was held in December 2008, so as to form 

a government that would unite the nation. The said government was formed in 

January 2009. Into it entered two rebel groups, the APRD (People's Army for 

Restoration of Democracy) and UFDR (Union of Democratic Forces for Rally). The 

group Séléka captured Bangui and deposed its president in March 2013. When Séléka 

leader Michel Djotodia took charge as a self-proclaimed President, Séléka troops 

spread throughout the country and acted violently. 

 

 

In September 2013, the president obsolated the Seleka coalition and later on 

the resigned the following year. The presidential position was handed to Catherine 

Samba-Panza yet the violence and conflict between the government and rebel forces 

continued. Catherine Samba-Panza during her presidential term, negotiated a peace 

agreement with the rebel forces so as to stop the ongoing violence in the region . The 

The image about above is a map that shows the movement of the Seleka group during 

the 2012 battles. It indicates as well the battles which took place that year. 
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dispute didn’t end after the agreement leading to great territorial loss for the 

government.  

Magnitude of the dispute 

 The dispute in the Central African Republic was mostly caused by the religious 

differences between the anti-Balaka and Seleka groups. In the Bush war the two 

groups enacted several attempts of religious cleansing with the intention of 

annihilating all of the muslim religious minorities. This led to attacks at Seleka groups 

as well as closely related religious minority groups. In 2014 the Non-Governmental 

Organization Amnesty International reported several incidents where muslim related 

religious cleansing took place.  

 The religious violence has led to an influx of ethnic cleansing attempts. the 

reported ethnic cleansing incidents are not as severe as the religious annihilation 

attempts. The first event of ethnic cleansing occurred when Ex-Seleka militia groups 

acted violently against the Fulani people inhabiting the region. Such events are 

continuously taking place leading to the disruption of aid facilities, governmental 

facilities like prisons and hospitals. 

The supposed breach of the agreement by the government 

 The first signing of a peace agreement between the militia forces and the 

government occurred in 2012. Through the course of time, 6 similar peace agreements 

were signed, until 2018, so as to solve the conflict, all of which have seemed to fail to 

meet the requests of both parties. 

 In constant efforts for peace and security in the region, the Central African 

government has created a new peace agreement with foreign aid in 2019. This 

agreement was created among a mediator to ensure that rightful solutions were 

proposed. The Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) acted as the 

mediator for this agreement. It collaborated with the rebel groups ,as well as the 

government, to ensure that a middle ground between the dispute was found. 
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Amongst all of those efforts the final peace agreement has been characterized as 

fragile by the international and the domestic community. The government has failed 

to comply with all demands leading to developments by the militia groups demanding 

for the compliance of the agreement.  

 The agreement, on a general note, requested for the government to allow for 

political representation of the rebel groups in executive positions. Therefore, a 

governmental reform must take place, a procedure which has been quite unstable as 

of so far. Other measures that have been mentioned in the agreement have yet to be 

addressed or implemented.  

The Humanitarian Crisis 

 As the disputes became more intense, people were forced to seek refuge in 

neighboring countries. These people walk for days, ending up exhausted and 

malnourished. According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR), out of the people who have left the country, 254,633 have fled to Cameroon, 

101,860 to the Democratic Republic of Congo, 64,673 to Chad and 30.590 to the 

Republic of Congo accumulating in a total number of 593,000 refugees caused by the 

disputes. The humanitarian crisis has led to roughly 600,000 internally displaced 

people having top flee within the borders of the Central African Republic.  

 The humanitarian crisis which has been caused by the instability in the region 

is not only comprised of the refugees and the internally displaced people but rather 

of a broader problem. Constant regional violence forced such individuals to relocate 

to a safer district of Central African Republic. In addition, underdevelopment of the 

provinces usher for malnourishment of the people this situation is on the rise as 

assistance is minimal. One of the reports of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees made on the issue states that this constant aggravation of the situation has 

reached “serious levels”10.  

                                                           
10 United Nations. “Central African Republic Situation.” UNHCR, 
https://www.unhcr.org/central-african-republic-situation.html. 
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 Yet, the environmental situation has been found as another factor to 

humanitarian crisis. Due to the location of the Central African Republic, lost-lasting 

periods of dryness have an immediate negative effect on the malnourishment of the 

people. Also, recent flooding in the region has destroyed an approximate of 10,000 

homes increasing the number of individuals seeking for humanitarian assistance to 2,6 

million.  

 Security instability in Central African Republic (CAR) doesn’t allow for Non-

Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and other nations to provide the necessary 

humanitarian aid to the ones in need. Alongside this situation, persistent violence and 

military operations cause a greater humanitarian crisis.  

Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona  

 Alfred Yekatom is a former caporal-

chef in the Forces Armees Centrafricaines, 

and a member of the parliament in the 

Central African Republic. He was accused of 

commanding a group of approximately 

three thousand people within the Anti-

Balaka.  

An arrest warrant for Mr. Yekatom 

was issued on November 11, 2018 and he 

was arrested a day later. He is allegedly 

responsible for the following crimes against Muslims, which were committed in 

various locations in the Central African Republic, between December 2013 and August 

2014: Crimes against humanity (murder, deportation or forcible transfer of 

population, imprisonment or other severe deprivation of physical liberty, torture, 

persecution, enforced disappearance and other inhumane acts) and war crimes 

(murder, torture and cruel treatment, mutilation, intentional attack against the 

civilian population, intentional attack against building dedicated to religion, 

enlistment of children under the age of 15 years and their use to participate actively 

It is an image of Alfred Yekatom during 

his trial in the International Criminal 

Court (ICC). 
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in hostilities, displacement of the civilian population and destruction of the 

adversary’s property)11. 

On February 20, 2019, the Yekatom and Ngaïssona cases were merged12. 

Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona is 

accused of serving as the most 

senior leader and as the “National 

General Coordinator” of the Anti-

Balaka. The arrest warrant for him 

was issued on December 7, 2018 

and he was arrested five days 

later. The crimes that he is being 

accused of committing do not 

substantially differ from Mr. 

Yekatom’s. 

Both Mr. Yekatom and Mr. Ngaïssona are in the Court’s custody. 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

South Africa 

 In 2013, the South African government sent out a small number of troops when 

the conflict was escalating to aid out the governmental military force. Constant 

requests were made by the Central African government to ensure that further military 

aid would be provided. Yet, South Africa refused until it was forced by the Economic 

Community of Central African states to provide the necessary aid. Therefore, when 

rebels were close to advancing to Banqui, South Africa sent four hundred troops to 

the Central African Republic, with the intent of ensuring peace and stability not only 

                                                           
11   Alfred Yekatom Makes First Appearance before the ICC. 23 Nov. 2018, icc-

cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1419. 
12   New-Case. icc-cpi.int/new-case. 

This image was taken also during the joint ICC 

trial and it shows Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona. 
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in the specific state, but in the continent.  In conclusion, the South African government 

sent out military aid after major proceedings of the civil war had taken place. 

France 

 Ever since The Central African Republic gained its independence, France’s 

military and financial aid has been of huge importance to the state. 

In 2012, the French government stood firm on its policy about providing any 

sort of military aid in the region. A policy change was made due to the aggravating 

situation in the region. With this in mind, France has sent over one-thousand six-

hundred troops to the Republic, with the sole purpose of protecting people (these 

troops, however, were accused of violence and brutalities in general). On December 

11, 2018, France gave one-thousand four-hundred AK-47 assault rifles and three 

amphibious vehicles to the army of the Central African Republic, along with twenty 

four million euros. Taking into account France’s military policy, the military aid that 

was provided to the Central African government were to be used under very specific 

circumstances. 

United States of America (USA) 

 The United States of America have been involved in the region mostly by 

providing artillery to the Central African government. In addition, financial and 

humanitarian aid are two domains where the United States government has put great 

emphasis. More specifically, the USA provided the Central African government with 

roughly 300 million dollars for development, security and humanitarian aid. Alongside 

such attempts, it has military aided the United Nations in assisting the military 

operations.  

Equatorial Guinea 

 Equatorial Guinea has been greatly affected by the conflict. Constant flow of 

immigrant is entering the country, leading to a negative impact on the nation as a 

whole. Even though it is not one of the nations with the most refugee intake it has 

greatly contributed to the armed conflict between the government and the rebel 

groups. The troops that were sent were a part of the African Union Multinational Force 

for Central Africa (FOMAC).  
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The United Nations High-Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

 The UNHCR has released several reports stressing the importance and the 

severity of this problem. In addition, these reports provide a statistical briefing of the 

situation with the intent of raising awareness.13 The statistical reports provide 

information about the timeline progression of the refugee crisis, immigration numbers 

and the refugee intake of neighboring countries. The UNHCR has ruled out several 

campagnes in order to aid the individuals in need and solve the humanitarian crisis. 

The main emphasis for these campaigns is to improve the living conditions of the 

displaced civilians, improve access to medical supplies and treatment as well as access 

to food and water. All of these are the aims of each campaign but have been greatly 

affected by the violence in the region making it difficult for aid groups to reach their 

designated location. 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

1960 The Central African Republic gains its independence  

October 2002 The Multinational Force in the Central African Republic 

(FOMUC) is formed by the Economic and Monetary Community 

of Central Africa (CEMAC) 

2004-2007 Central African Republic Bush War 

2008 The Inclusive Political Dialogue (IPD) is held in order to ensure 

peace during the upcoming elections 

End of 2012 The capturing of several town by the Seleka armed group 

2014 Amnesty International has released several reports of religious 

cleansing events 

                                                           
13 “Portail Opérationnel.” Situation Réponse Régionale à La Crise Des Réfugiés En 
République Centrafricaine, 
https://data2.unhcr.org/fr/situations/car#_ga=2.180677349.354874928.1577956282
-1543867698.1577125559. 
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2017 Constant fighting between the armed forces in the 

northwestern side of Central African Republic led to 60.000 

internally displaced individuals 

October, 2017 A cease fire agreement was signed between the governmental 

forces and the armed militia groups 

November 12, 2018 Alfred Yekatom is arrested 

February 20, 2019 Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona is arrested 

  

Relevant UN Treaties, Resolutions and Events 

 The United Nations has been greatly involved in the attempts to solve this 

ongoing issue. The main interference in the conflict by the United Nations is done 

through several peacekeeping operations. Those operations are handed out by the 

United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in the Central 

African Republic (MINUSCA). It sets to address the political instability, territorial 

security and the humanitarian crisis. It has ruled out a number of resolutions alongside 

the Security Council to address the matter. 

- S/RES/2448: This resolution was drafted by the United Nations Security Council 

in September 12th, 2019. It is a resolution which addresses all aspects of the 

matter. It sets out to expand the peacekeeping operations in the Central 

African Republic region. As well as reforming the political situation by 

promoting peaceful methods in preserving peace and security. Lastly, it 

stresses the humanitarian situation and human rights deprivations that have 

taken place all throughout the conflict. 

- S/RES/2499: This resolution was drafted in the Security Council in November 

15th, 2019 and it is a supplementary one to the above-mentioned Security 

Council resolution. It strongly focuses on addressing and implementing the 

Peace Agreement by both parties of the conflict. It urges both parties to stop 
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any action that may violate this treaty. To conclude, it focuses on the breeches 

of the agreement as well as the party actions.  

- S/RES/2339: This resolution has also been drafted by the United Nations 

Security Council on January 30th, 2018. The resolution in its entirety focuses 

on the economic sanctions that have been imposed, renewing the term of 

implementation until January 31, 2019. It also refers to the armed embargo, 

travel restrictions for refugees and the economic asset freeze which restricts 

foreign investment to prevent exploitation by investors or monopolies.  

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

 Most previous attempts to solve the issue have been taken by the United 

Nations as well as by a few nations. Alongside the United Nations, the Central African 

Republic government has been taking military action in order to resolve the conflict. 

Yet, as similar efforts seem inevitable, France has taken great action from the 

beginning of the conflict.  

 France used to have a military campaign with the intent of restoring peace, 

protecting its civilians and disarming the militia groups. The military expedition is 

named Sangaris and was characterized as a success from the French government in 

regards to the prevention of an armed rebellion against the former president Francois 

Bozize. France has withdrawn all of its forces from the region yet, the disarmament of 

the militia groups hasn’t been in effect as of yet. 

 MINUSCA, a Non-Governmental Organization (NGOs), has taken military action 

that has been deemed necessary by the UN Security Council. As of currently, MINUSCA 

has an approximate of 10.000 troops wishing to achieve peace and reinforce the 

French military efforts in the region.  

 The South African government has taken military action in the Central African 

Republic. Although the deployed troops have been an aid to the CAR government the 

effect of these operations have been mostly damaging to the conflict. Such and similar 

operations only  aggravate the situation in the Central African Republic.  
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Possible Solutions 

Most of the previous solutions have been found ineffective due to the constant 

foreign military interventions that are only affecting the situation negatively. 

Therefore, a more binding and serious approach needs to be taken so as to resolve 

the ongoing conflict.  

 One of the measures that could be taken is by condemning any form of military 

operation made by the government, foreign intervention and the militia groups. Even 

though an extreme measure the disarmament of all sides of the conflict will help 

restabilize the region, allow for peaceful negotiations and for the appropriate 

humanitarian assistance to take place.  

 In addition, humanitarian assistance by several Non-Governmental 

organizations (NGOs) and regional governments is a necessary measure as a 

humanitarian crisis has been a consequence of this conflict. Alongside the 

humanitarian assistance, NGOs and More Economically Developed Countries (MEDs) 

must provide the region and the hosting countries with the appropriate supplies to 

manage the humanitarian crisis.  

 The creation of a new peace agreement between the militia groups and the 

government is a valuable measure in preventing future conflicts and restoring peace 

and security in the region. In collaboration with the UN Security Council, the 

agreement must be binding for both parties so as to be followed. Other than that, the 

agreement must address the disagreements and the requests of both sides.  

 These solutions can be a stepping stone in resolving the conflict but more 

elaborate and creative actions need to be taken amongst the proposed ones.  
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