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Personal Introduction 

Dear delegates, 

My name is George Stamatopoulos and I will be serving as your Co-chair in 

GA4. I am a student in the 11th grade of DSA and have been doing MUN for 4 years. I 

have been a chair in 6 different conferences. I sincerely look forward to working with 

you and hope that the next conference will be fruitful and productive. 

Kind regards, 

George Stamatopoulos 

Introduction to the topic 

The issue of “Establishing transparency and accountability in the domestic and 

international activity of political parties” has been a matter of utmost urgency since 

the founding of modern democracies. Every democracy certainly has measures in its 

constitution in order to defend itself from said corrosion. After all political corruption 

and fraught, that comes in forms such as the acceptance of bribes and other rewards 

in order to protect said parties’ interests, the undermining of the judiciary through 

either unclear and semi hidden legislature or politically-related violence is a serious 

threat to any developed and newly formed democracy. 

Transparency and accountability are political terms seldom held to high 

regard. However, they are some of the most important aspects a modern democracy 

must respect and oblige with. A political party with no political transparency means 

that no one really knows what the party is doing. This can lead to misuse of public 

funds and political intimidation amid others. 

Let’s take the example of the Trump administration and its help administered 

from the Russian state in the 2016 elections. According to the Mueller report there 

were indirect ties between the Trump campaign and Russian involvement. If this were 
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completely true, then this would constitute a case where a government accepted 

some form of help, either financial or logistical in order to solidify its power. 

There are also many other cases, which will be analyzed in this study guide. 

 

Definition of Key-Terms 

Corrupt: “Corruption is the abuse of entrusted power for private gain.”1 

Political party: “a group of persons organized to acquire and exercise political power”2 

(political) transparency: The state of showing all the actions and laws of the 

party/government to the public. This means that every citizen has access to review 

government actions.3 

Bribe: “money or favor given or promised in order to influence the judgment or 

conduct of a person in a position of trust”4 

Accountability: “an obligation or willingness to accept responsibility or to account for 

one's actions” 

 

Background Information 

As stated previously, establishing political transparency and accountability are 

major prerequisites of a developed democracy. However, few understand how a 

government actually goes about this task. A method in which governments achieve 

this rather undefinable metric is through proactive disclosure. Proactive disclosure is 

in its essence the revealing of potentially harmful information to the public, before 

this information is required by a jury or by the law. This means that the government 

is willing to be completely open to public scrutiny without it being demanded. This is 

unfortunately very rare. 

As mentioned herein, funding and how those financial assets are distributed is 

key to a government if it wants to attain transparency. Furthermore, through the 

 
1 e.V., Transparency International. Transparency International - What Is Corruption?, www.transparency.org/what-is-

corruption. 

2 Duverger, Maurice. “Political Party.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 1 Mar. 2019, 

www.britannica.com/topic/political-party. 

3 Johnston, Michael. “Transparency.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 26 Nov. 2014, 

www.britannica.com/topic/transparency-government. 

4 “Bribe.” Merriam-Webster, Merriam-Webster, www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/bribe. 
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precise tracking of the parties’ transactions, it is possible to hold certain politicians 

accountable for financial misconduct. 

In order to fully understand the seriousness of Establishing transparency and 

accountability in the domestic and international activity of political parties, one must 

study and understand isolated cases. Although the problem generally runs through 

the same lines, each case differs significantly from the next in many aspects. For 

example, is it a case where the government is only accepting relatively small bribes 

from certain individuals or are large corporations and organizations involved? Is the 

government looking for a financial gain or is it seeking to revert the constitution and 

weaken the judicial system in order to keep its power intact? There are many such 

aspects which differ significantly from case to case and must be analyzed individually 

in order for one to fully understand the extent of the problem and the different forms 

this can take. Therefore, this study guide will analyze many specific cases, so that the 

delegate can get a clearer understanding of what is at play.  

Let us begin with the most fought over case where a government is openly 

accused of illegal ties and financial donations with a foreign actor. The 

aforementioned Trump administration has been under scrutiny for its whole 4-year 

presidential term, due to alleged ties with the Russian administration. This led to an 

independent report by the State’s institutions known as the Mueller investigation. The 

following Mueller report showed the world many things. 

 

Figure 1 - Robert S. Mueller testifying to congress5 

 
5 “Key Takeaways From Robert Mueller's Congressional Testimony.” Voice of America, www.voanews.com/usa/us-politics/key-

takeaways-robert-muellers-congressional-testimony. 

http://www.voanews.com/usa/us-politics/key-takeaways-robert-muellers-congressional-testimony
http://www.voanews.com/usa/us-politics/key-takeaways-robert-muellers-congressional-testimony
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Most importantly it confirmed ties between the Trump administration and the 

Russian government. These manifested in Russian bots on social media spreading fake 

news that undermined the democratic candidate. However, the Mueller report was 

unable to confirm direct coordination of the campaign and most importantly Trump 

himself with the Russian government. This later resulted in a republican retaliation, 

which further divided the two opposing parties. 

This is a very noteworthy case. Because it cannot be proven yet whether the 

Trump administration was actively communicating with the Russian government, 

something which would be a clear case of lacking political transparency. This is a very 

controversial case brought upon the world due to political polarization. With this I 

wanted to demonstrate that some cases are not necessarily the epitome of corruption 

but are the manifestation of a political struggle within a country. 

There are many more cases of corruption in a national level, which are riddled 

with financial misconduct and the theft of public funds. The most noteworthy such 

case has taken place in the African continent, specifically in Zimbabwe. 

 

Figure 2 - Former president of Zimbabwe Robert Mugabe6 

During the presidency of Robert Mugabe, the country faced a crisis wrought 

by its former liberator. Zimbabwe is considered one of the most corrupt countries in 

the world. This is caused by a plethora of reasons. First of all, the government has kept 

 
6
 “Report: Africa Tops World Corruption Rankings.” Voice of America, www.voanews.com/africa/report-africa-tops-world-

corruption-rankings. 
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close ties with the military. That in combination with the fact that the government 

seldom discloses its personal finances and allegations by international organizations, 

while the government is responsible for many cases of misallocating funds, results in 

a government which is untrustworthy. After the ousting of Mugabe, his successor does 

not look more promising. Emmerson Mnangagwa has been the face of police brutality 

and further financial misuse. Coupled with a slowing economy, this means that 

Zimbabwe is politically unstable, with little openness and transparency. 

A case that is particularly interesting to analyze is the case of Afghanistan, 

because it is currently embroiled in a civil war. It is particularly interesting to see how 

a country divided by war can have very high corruption levels. The afghan war has 

been going on since 2001, when rebels took control of many major cities. Since then 

the country has been divided both politically and territorially. This has led to many 

situations, where bribery and corruption happen indiscriminately. Officials from the 

government are often underpaid and resort to bribery in order to ensure adequate 

living conditions. On the other hand, the rebels resort to corruption in order to have 

the financial capability to buy basic products. The situation in Afghanistan keeps 

getting worse, with more and more people resorting to bribery and corruption 

spreading in the whole region. Thankfully, the government has taken steps to mitigate 

the damage caused by this low-level corruption. 

Moving to less controversial cases, the government of Poland is included in a 

case of particularly disturbing scale. The party Law and Justice, which is the main party 

in the government has been accused with many cases of corruption, bribery and 

subverting the judicial system. Like many other countries the constitution does in 

theory out rule any illegal donations, but this is as stated by many independent 

institutions and the EU itself not effectively enforced. The result is a government 

increasingly willing to overstep its legal jurisdiction in order to either receive a 

financial reward, or in what is the most common case in this relatively new democracy, 

to undermine the judiciary and concentrate all the powers under the name of the 

party. This is particularly stressing, because Poland is in the EU, which is worried over 

corruption and a deteriorating democracy within Europe. The way the EU seeks to 

combat this problem, will be discussed later. However, the EU anti-corruption has 

said: “Poland: anti-corruption experts report very low level of compliance with 

recommendations as "globally unsatisfactory”. 
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Figure 3 - Law and Justice after winning Polish elections7 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Herein I will mention countries that are involved in such political scandals. 

United States of America (USA) 

The USA has been afflicted with such problems since the beginning of the now 

President’s 4-year term in 2016. Although it is a fiercely debated and not yet proven 

case, it is noteworthy and should not be overlooked by any delegate, because the USA 

is a very important international power. Nevertheless, USA has taken significant steps 

to counter corruption oversees and is known as an enforcer of such rules. The current 

government has not recognized any form of corruption, despite massive claims by the 

opposition.  

Poland 

Poland has been engrossed in such problems for a relatively long amount of 

time. It is one of Europe’s newer democracies and was once viewed as an upcoming 

democracy, something which has been since cast into doubt. Nonetheless it is a very 

pressing matter due to its connection to the EU, a coalition which openly abhors forms 

of democratic regression. The lack of transparency in Poland’s actions, as well as the 

 
7
 Henley, Jon, and Christian Davies. “Poland's Populist Law and Justice Party Win Second Term in Power.” The Guardian, 

Guardian News and Media, 14 Oct. 2019, www.theguardian.com/world/2019/oct/14/poland-populist-law-and-justice-
party-increases-majority. 
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lack of accountability when it comes to different matters, such as the actions of certain 

ministers, who have been engaged in dubious actions. The government of Poland does 

not recognize any wrongdoing on its part and insists that this is fake news spread by 

the small opposition and its backers, referring to the EU. 

Hungary 

Hungary is also a country within the EU which presents a challenge for the 

coalition. The ruling Fidesz party has frequently undermined the freedom of press, the 

judiciary and other organs in order to solidify its power. Its actions are often kept 

secret or inaccessible and it has frequently resorted to shifting blame away from its 

members in order to “save face”. For example, a minister was found engaged in a 

party of dubious content in a yacht, which led to nationwide criticism. The government 

did suspend the minister, however it tried to cover up the obvious act and blamed the 

other parties as harboring ill intent towards the government. Hungary, like Poland 

does not recognize any wrongdoing. Still in the cases where it is proven, that a 

member was engaged in financial misuse, the government quickly covers up all the 

evidence. 

Turkey 

Turkey presents a problem which is hard to analyze. We must begin from the 

attempted coup in Turkey. Many believe that this was a fake attempt staged by the 

Turkish government in order to initialize a national emergency and imprison many 

enemies of the government. This did happen, making many to criticize the lack of 

transparency of the Turkish government and condemn its actions. Furthermore, 

corruption is also a very prominent problem in Turkey. Transparency international 

ranked Turkey as the 87th of 176 countries when it comes to transparency and 

corruption. This is also a part of the problem with its ascension talks into the EU, which 

French President Emmanuel Macron called: “a joke”. Turkey is officially in a state of 

emergency, which has been in effect since the failed coup, although this emergency 

has since been loosened. Therefore it can justify its lack of transparency as state 

secrets. 

Zimbabwe 

Zimbabwe has been cast into chaos following the ousting of its former 

president, who ruled dictatorially. Following the ousting of Robert Mugabe, 

Emmerson Mnangagwa assumed his presidential powers, making the government 

even more obscure in its inner workings and more oppressive to its citizens. The 

international community has decried the situation multiple times. Zimbabwe’s new 

president has stressed that this is not a sign of political repression and urges citizens 

that the police are reigning in order, following many disastrous events. 
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Afghanistan 

Afghanistan is one of the most corrupt countries, according to the Corruption 

Perceptions Index. This has been caused by a plethora of reasons, including 

government mismanagement, as well as below average salaries, which forces many 

low-level officials to resort to seeking bribes in a country torn by war and famine. The 

government in Afghanistan acknowledges widespread corruption, but blames the 

rebels, who have deteriorated living conditions and are themselves responsible for 

many low-level bribes. 

 

Relevant UN Treaties, Resolutions and Events 

UN convention against Corruption 

The UN convention against corruption is a legally binding convention. It has a 

wide mandate and is mandatory for all signatories, making it a very important organ 

in the never ceasing fight against Corruption. Through this convention the UN can 

guarantee worldwide “standards” on corruption. Many however believe that its 

legally binding nature is only theoretical and does not apply universally.  

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/CAC/ 

UN convention on Transparency 

Additionally, known as the Mauritius Convention on Transparency is a 

multinational treaty that entered into force in 2014 and is unfortunately ratified by 

only 5 countries: Canada, Cameroon, Gambia, Mauritius and Switzerland. Through this 

treaty it becomes easier for regular citizens to review treaties and agreements made 

by the government with investors. This makes it easier to track illicit funds as well as 

rendering bribery very hard for any high-ranking politician to indulge in. Therefore, it 

seeks to protect public interests from backdoor arrangements between the 

government and potential bribers. However, it has been ratified by only a few 

countries, because its binding nature renders governments less flexible and introduces 

many more steps to the process of political donation. 

https://uncitral.un.org/en/texts/arbitration/conventions/transparency 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

The subject of Transparency and accountability is not one that can easily have 

universal solutions. However herein I will mention organs that have this purpose in 

mind. 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/CAC/
https://uncitral.un.org/en/texts/arbitration/conventions/transparency


Anavryta Model Lyceum MUN | 2020 

 
 

Groupe d’état’s Contre La Corruption (Greco) 

The EU organ for anti-corruption. This entails both transparency and 

accountability. It reviews the legislation of each country in the EU and publishes 

reports on their progress among others. It does not have the legislative power to place 

sanctions or redirect funds, however the recent violations of certain member states 

have raised the issue once more. Unfortunately there aren’t many other multinational 

bodies, seeing as the topic of corruption is usually highly guarded by each country. 

Serious Fraud Office (UK) 

The UK has a very notorious anti corruption office, which deals mostly with 

capital fraud, meaning cases which involve the theft or misuse of capital sums. 

Through this office there have been many high level arrests, seeing as London is one 

of the biggest financial markets in the world.  

Possible Solutions 

Firstly, a very important aspect that must be implemented in any resolution is 

how enforceable the legislation is. For example, is the UN convention against 

corruption universally enforceable? Unfortunately, in most cases this not the case, as 

the international power on this subject is very weak. Therefore, a very plausible and 

simple solution would be to reinforce the international or multinational institutions so 

that they can take action against illegal practices. This however entails its own fair 

share of problems, because many countries don’t necessarily agree with those 

measures. 

Another possible solution is introducing incentives for all countries. These 

incentives could take many forms which the delegates are called upon to specify. This 

would act as the “carrot” in the famous “carrot(incentives) and stick(sanctions)” 

Furthermore, many of said corrupt countries are receiving foreign 

“development aid” aid. Countries such as Hungary and Poland are taking a large part 

of the EUs aid. Another way to make countries compliant with EU wide customs is 

making this financial aid conditional. 

Possible resolutions must take the compliance with national law into account. 

Parties which do not correspond with said laws should be somehow held accountable 

in their own country. This has been increasingly hard over the last few years. 
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Additionally, there are many more straightforward methods through which a 

government can gain a voter’s trust. For starters a government must release the 

expense records of all of its officials. This includes how much their monthly salary is, 

as well as how much their other expenses amount to. Such actions are rarely 

performed in the international stage. 

Another action governments could take is to minimize the number of classified 

documents and also minimize the scope of documents that can be made classified. In 

most democracies there are certain documents that can be classified, such as those 

belonging to the presidential office and those belonging to the military. However, 

democracies should limit the time they are kept secret and also severely restrain the 

regulations, which are until now very loose. Furthermore, parties should be legally 

bound to release their finance methods during presidential campaigns. This entails 

disclosing all sources of incoming and all donors. Through this, simple citizens can gain 

access to information such as who is funding the candidate, information which is really 

important to know before voting. 
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